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States

Fight over brain-damaged woman:
A Florida newspaper and television
station argued Wednesday that the
public has a right to know what is in a
document filed by a Florida state agen-
cy hoping to intervene in a right-to-die case.
Media General, owner of The Tampa Tri-
bune and WFLA ‘television, sued to get ac-
cess to the Department of Children & Fami-
lies document.
Attorneys involved in the case have said
DCF is looking into reports that Terri Schia-
_the 41-year-old woman at the center of
a life—and—dealh legal battle between her
husband and parents — was abused. The
agency wants to delay removal of the feed-
ing tube 60 days so it can investigate.

R.I. nightclub fire: The families of four
nightclub employees killed in the 2003 West
Warwick, R.L, fire are asking a judge to
order the club’s owners to pay death bene-
fits and lost wages.

Jeffrey and Michael Derderian, owners of
‘The Station nightclub, did not have workers’
compensation insurance when their club
burned to the ground.

The Station fire, sparked by a rock band’s
pyrotechnics, killed 100 people and injured
more than 200 others on Feb. 20, 2003.

Hunting bin Laden claim: A man who told
authorities in Detroit that he was headed to
Syria to try to collect a $25 million bounty
on Osama bin Laden faces charges of at-
tempting to smuggle more than $13,000, a
Taser stun device, ammunition and radia-
tion detectors.

According to an indictment, Matt Mihsen,
a naturalized U.S. citizen who was born in
Syria, left Dallas on Feb. 15 for Damascus.

Mihsen, 47, of suburban Fort Worth,
Texas, changed planes at Detroit Metropoli-
tan Airport, but an outbound search of his
checked luggage revealed that he was at-
tempting to take a number of items with
him to Syria including a Taser, a bulletproof
vest and three Geiger counters.

Mihsen was indicted on charges of mak-
ing false statements to federal investigators,
trying to smuggle bulk cash out of the Unit-
ed States and attempting to export money
and goods to Syria without a permit or autho-
rization.

Secret Bush tapes: Tapes of President
Bush that were secretly recorded by an old
friend and released to the media now are in
the possession of the president’s private at-
torney, the White House said Tuesday.

Doug Wead allowed journalists to hear
and broadcast the tapes as he promoted his
new book on presidential parents. But he
said last week he had regrets about that and
was turning the tapes over to Bush and giv-
ing the proceeds from his book to charity.

World

Pope’s health: Pope John Paul I is “pro-
gressively improving” and following church
activities daily, the Vatican said Thursday,
suggesting he might be released from the
hospital in time for Easter celebrations on
March 27.

Papal spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls
said the wound on John Paul’s throat after
surgery to insert a breathing tube was heal-
ing.

‘World Bank leadership: World Bank Pres-
ident James Wolfensohn said Thursday that
U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wol-

Pakistan gang rape: Mukhtar Mai,

ictim of a gang rape, sheds tears Thursday after a

court’s decision in Multan, Pakistan, that overturned the conviction of a village elder and
four other men. The men had been sentenced to death for allegedly ordering the rape as
punishment for her brother’s illicit sex with a woman from another family. A sixth man's
death sentence was reduced to life in prison, said Ramzan Joya, Mai's lawyer.

fowitz was no longer in the running to head
the Washington-based international finan-
cial institution.

The New York Times reported early this
week that Wolfowitz was under serious con-
sideration to become the next president of
the World Bank, which will be open when
Wolfensohn leaves June after two
five-year terms.

‘War crimes suspects: A wartime Bosnian
Muslim army commander pleaded not
guilty Thursday to charges that he played a
role in murders and rapes committed by for-
eign Islamic fighters during the 1992-95
war.

The indictment against retired Gen.
Rasim Delic, 55, accuses him of failing to
prevent crimes or punish perpetrators
under his authority.

ltalian mafia raids: Police launched a
pre-dawn raid Thursday targeting more
than 50 suspected mobsters, most of whom
are believed to be involved in a bloody turf
war with a competing clan, authorities said.

Police in Naples and several other cities
were seeking 52 suspects, including Paolo
di Lauro, the alleged head of one of the feud-
ing factions of the Camorra crime syndicate
‘whose turf war has claimed dozens of lives
in the suburbs of Naples over the past year,
said an official.

Control over the drug trade is believed to
be at the origin of the clan war.

Space station supplies: A Russian cargo
ship carrying food, equipment and other
supplies docked successfully with the inter-
national space station Wednesday, an offi-
cial said.

The unmanned Progress M-52 spacecraft
had lifted from the Russian-leased
Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on
Monday, carrying about 2.75 tons of food,
water, fuel and research equipment for Rus-
sian cosmonaut Salizhan Sharipov and U.S.
astronaut Leroy Chiao, who have been on

the station since October.

Budget airline troubles: A British court
ruled Wednesday that budget airline Ry-
anair misled customers about the price of
some flights, but said it could keep listing be-
fore-tax fares as long as it warned custom-
ers it was doing so.

A Chelmsford Crown Court jury found
the Dublin-based Ryanair Holdings PLC
guilty of six breaches of the Consumer Pro-
tection Act for Web site promotions in
which it omitted the words “excluding tax.”

The court did not immediately say wheth-
er it would fine the airline for the violations.

Charges against al-Zargawi: Jordan
charged Iraq insurgency leader Abu-Musab
al-Zarqawi and another Jordanian militant
Wednesday with carrying out an August
2003 attack on its Baghdad embassy that
killed 18 people.

al-Zargawi and Muammar Ahmed
Yousef al-Jaghbeer have already been con-
victed and sentenced to death in Jordan for
other terror attacks.

Al-Jaghbeer is in Jordanian custody but
Al-Zarqawi is believed to be in Iraq, where
he hands an insurgent faction. Both men
face the death sentence if found guilty.

War on terrorism

Daniel Pearl slaying: A court in Pakistan
on Thursday turned over an Islamic mili-
tant for police questioning over the killing of
‘Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl
and two failed assassination attempts
against President Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
police said.

The suspect, Mohammed Sohail, was ar-
rested in Karachi on Wednesday after a
shootout with police.

Sohail was wanted in the killing of Pearl,
who was kidnapped Jan. 23, 2002, in Kara-
chi while researching a story on Islamic mil-
itancy. Pearl was later beheaded.

Stories and photo from wire services

Correction

An article in Thursday’s editions on the transformation of U.S.
bases in Europe gave the wrong location for Dal Molin airfield in
Ttaly. It is near Vicenza. The story also misidentified the 352nd Spe-
cial Operations Group at RAF Mildenhall, England. In addition,
is not part of the Grafenwohr training area.

Comics, horoscopes and
advice appear every day
in Stars and Stripes
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AP photos

Left: An unidentified man cries for his brother, who was seriously injured by one of the
ide car bombs that exploded outside the Interior Mini
Thursday, killing at least two policemen. Above: A U.S. soldier patrols near Baghdad'’s

Green Zone on Thursday. The number of U.S. military deaths in Iraq has topped 1,500.

ry in Baghdad on

U.S. military deaths in Iraq passes 1,500

Two troops killed in Baghdad roadside bombing; another dies in Babil

BY TODD PITMAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The number of U.S. troops
Killed in Iraq has topped 1,500, an Associated
Press count showed Thursday after the mi!
tary announced the deaths of three Ameri-
cans, while car bombs targeting Iraqi security
forces killed at least four people in separate at-
tacks.

Two suicide car bombs exploded outside
the Interior Ministry in eastern Baghdad on
Thursday, killing at least two policemen and
wounding five others, police Maj. Jabar Has-
san said. Officials at nearby al-Kindi hospital
said 15 people were injured in the blasts, part
of the relentless wave of violence since the
Jan. 30 elections.

Another car bomb targeting a police convoy
exploded in Baqouba, 35 miles northeast of
the capital, killing one Iragi policeman and a
civilian, the U.S. military said. Six police and
10 other civilians were also wounded.

Amid the violence, interim Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi extended the state of emergency,
first announced nearly four months ago, for
another 30 days until the end of March. The
order remains in effect throughout the coun-
try, except in northern Kurdish-run areas.

The emergency decree includes a nighttime
curfew and gives the government extra pow-
ers to make arrests without warrants and
launch police and military operations when it
deems necessary.

The latest reported American deaths
brought the toll to 1,502 since the United
States launched the war in Iraq in March
2003, according to the AP count.

The military said two U.S. troops died
Wednesday in Baghdad of injuries suffered
when a roadside bomb struck their vehicle.

Another soldier was killed the same day in
Babil province, part of an area known as the
“Triangle of Death” because of the frequency
of insurgent attacks on U.S. and Iraqi forces.

The car bombers in Baghdad were trailing
apolice convoy that was trying to enter the In-
terior Ministry, Hassan said. Iraqi security
forces opened fire on the vehicles and dis-
abled them before they could arrive at a main
checkpoint, said Col. Adnan Abdul-Rahman,
an Interior Ministry spokesman.

Iraqi forces also killed one Iraqi man dur-
ing clashes with gunmen in the northern city
of Mosul, army Capt. Sabah Yassin said.

Two soldiers were injured.

Also in the north, insurgents blew up a gas
pipeline that links Kirkuk to Dibis, about 20
miles away, said Col. Nozad Mohammad, a
state oil security official in Kirkuk. Moham-
mad said the blast would cut gas production,
but he could not say by how much.

Talks aimed at forging a new coalition gov-
ernment faltered Wednesday over Kurdish de-
mands for more land and concerns that the
dominant Shiite alliance seeks to establish an

Islamic state, delaying the planned first meet-
ing of parliament.

Shiite and Kurdish leaders, Irag’s new polit-
ical powers, failed to reach agreement after
two days of negotiations in the northern city of
Irbil, with the clergy-backed candidate for
prime minister, Ibrahim al-Jaafari, leaving
with only half the deal he needed.

The Shiite-led United Iraqi Alliance, which
has 140 seats in the 275-member National As-
sembly, hopes to win backing from the 75
seats held by Kurdish political parties so it
can muster the required two-thirds majority
to insure control of top posts in the new gov-
ernment.

Al-Jaafari indicated after the talks that the
alliance was ready to accept a Kurdish de-
mand that one of its leaders, Jalal Talabani,
become president. However, he would not
commit to other demands, including the ex-
pansion of Kurdish autonomous areas south to
the oil-rich city of Kirkuk.

Kurdish leaders have demanded constitu-
tional guarantees for their northern regions,
including self-rule and reversal of the “Arabi-
zation” of Kirkuk and other northern areas.
Saddam relocated Iragi Arabs to the region in
a bid to secure the oil fields there.

Politicians had hoped to convene the new
parliament by Sunday. But Ali Faisal, of the
Shiite Political Council, said the date was now
postponed and that a new date had not been
set.

February saw fewest U.S. losses since July

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes
ARLINGTON, Va. — February

was the best month U.S. forces in
Iraq have had in a while, with just

58 U.S. troops killed, the fewest in "szeg mégaq in  overall level of
i i rcl )3
a single month since last July, T (ST G 0o attacks has

when 54 died.

Still, the US. death toll in Iraq g an
surpassed 1,500 on Thursday, spil
even though violence has fallen to
pre-election levels, according to
defense officials.

“Iraq is still a very dangerous

months represent-
unusual
ike, and were
“anomalies” rath-
er than the leading
edge of an upward

lrend

place,” said Lt. Col. Barry Ven-  said. ’ .

able. “There are still various  “In November, and election
enemy forces that are deter- there was [the veriod.yy
mined to disrupt the Iraqi march  fight in] Fallujah, P

to independence.” and December Lt. Col. Barry Venable

“That said,” Venable added, “it
appears the overall level of at-
tacks has gone down to the levels
they were prior to the pre-elec-

tion and election period.”
November, December and Jan-
uary were among the most deadly
months  for
troops  since lhe
United States at-

and January were

the run-ups to elections,” Venable
said. “Then on election day, [the
insurgents]

they had at us.”
Us.

&k /1]t appears the

gone down to
the levels they

threw  everything

troops were being at-
tacked with improvised explosive
devices, mortars
and gunfire at a
rate upwards of
100 incidents per
day in the late
months of 2004
and in January, a
defense
ith

to about SO per day, the official
said.

Moreover, “we’re finding that
the attacks against coalition forc-
es are less effective,” the official
said.

U.S. troops are growing particu-
larly adapt at locating IEDs “be-
fore they go boom,” the official

official  said, crediting “better training,
[detection] equi and

i
of internal unit

time, there were
about S0 attacks
on coalition per-
sonnel each day,
said the official,
who asked not to
be named because he is not re-
sponsible for releasing such data.

Now the attacks are back down

better recognition” for that suc-

were prior to records told Stars ~ CSS-
. and Stripes. Insurgents are also continuing
Venable  the pre-election Before  that to focus their most deadly attacks

against Iraqis, particularly the
new Iragi police and military forc-
es, which are still finding their
feet Army Gen. John Abizaid,
head of U.S. forces in the Middle
East, told the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee on Wednesday.

E-mail Lisa Burgess.
burgessl@stripes.osd.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press
As of Wednesday, at least
. mili-

iat-
ed Press count. At least 1,140

clude four mllltary civilians.

The AP count is nine higher
than the Defense Depart-
‘ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. EST Wednesday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20;
Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, seven: Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
1y, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,362 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-

cording to AP’s count.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

WA soldier was Kkilled
Wednesday in Irag’s Babil
province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Army Spc. Lizbeth Rob-
les, 31, Vega Baja, Puerto
Rico; died Tuesday from inju-
ries suffered in a vehicle acci-
dent Monday in Beiji, Iraq; as-
signed to the 360th Transporta-
tion Company, 68th Corps Sup-
port Battalion, 43rd Area Sup-
port Group, Fort Carson, Colo.

W Army Sgt. Julio E. Ne-
gron, 28, Pompano Beach,
Fla; died Monday in Beiji,
lraq, in a vehicle accident; as-
signed to the 360th Transporta-
tion Company, 68th Corps Sup-

port Battalion, 43rd Area Sup-
port Group, Fort Carson, Colo.

W Army Pfc. Danny .
Anderson, 29, Corpus Christi,
Texas; died Sunday in Bagh-
dad from small arms fire; as-
signed to the 26th Forward
Support Battalion, 2nd Bri-
gade, 3rd Infantry Division,
Fort Stewart, Ga.
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Sgt. James Becker, 27, of
Radcliff, Ky., a squad lead-
er for the 127th Military
Police Company, center,
chats with other members
of the unit during a recent
stop at the Khadamiyah
Police Station in Baghdad.
The 127th, which has run
daily patrols out of Forward
Operating Base Falcon for
the last 11 months, is
responsible for 19 Iraqi
police stations in the city’s
northwest sector.

PHOTOS BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

With departure near, MPs stay focuse

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE FALCON, Irag — With
about a month left on its yearlong
deployment, the 127th Military
Police Company knows that now
is not the time to lose focus.

Before a recent patrol in north-
west Baghdad, Sgt. Ian Parker,
22, of Detroit, warned unit mem-
bers against complacency.

“The second you're not looking,
thinking you can take the Kevlar
off or turn your back, that’s when
something happens,” said Parker,
a company team leader.

During the last 11 months, the
company, which works for the
2nd Brigade Combat Team of the
10th Mountain Division, has en-
dured sniper attacks, ambushes,
suicide bombers and bombs hid-
den along roads or in a vehicle.
The unit arrived as the insurgen-
cy flared up, at a time when U.S.
forces were still combing the
country for weapons of mass de-
struction.

After a decline in violent inci-
dents the past two months, the
company has witnessed a recent
spike.

“In our sector, violence is a lit-
tle more active now than it was 11
months ago,” said Sgt. James
Becker, 27, of Radcliff, Ky., a
squad leader. “But it's not some-
thing you can dwell on. ... We still
have a job to do.”

The company patrols day and

night, covering an area of north-
west Baghdad that includes 19
Iraqi police, patrol and traffic sta-
tions. Becker said certain Iraql
communities are now more will-
ing to assist in the search for sus-
pected insurgents.

“When we first got here, we
were all pretty edgy because
things were heating up,” said Pvt.
2nd Class Jeremy Miller, 20, of
Staples, Minn., a company gun-
ner. “The gunners were always
pointing at vehicles and yelling at
everybody to back off. As the year
progressed, we've tried more to
win over hearts and minds. We’re
not yelling as much or pointing
guns while controlling traffic.”

Still, Iraqi motorists once leery
of coming within a half-mile of
U.S. convoys have recently dis-
played more bravado, he said.

“They’ll sneak up on us now,
trying to test us. I've actually shot
at more cars in the last half of the
year than the first half,” Miller
said, referring to the practice of
firing warning shots to remind
Traqi drivers to maintain a secure
distance.

With that departure date loom-
ing next month, the company’s hi-
erarchy is preaching diligence
and attention to detail.

“It’s natural to get complacent
toward the end, when you're so
close to leaving,” Becker said.
“Just because nothing’s hap-
pened in the last few months
doesn’t mean it won't.”

E-mail Vince Little at:
littlev@pstripes.osd.mil

Iraqi police showing improvement, U.S. mllltary says

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE FALCON, Irag — Mem-
bers of a seasoned U.S. military
police company that’s monitored
the treacherous streets of North-
west Baghdad say they've seen
dramatic improvements in the
Traqi police force.

“The Iraqi police are more con-
fident and competent at what
they do,” said Sgt. James Becker,
27, of Radcliff, Ky., a squad lead-
er in the 127th Military Police
Company. “They're actually out
there looking for [terrorists], as
opposed to when we first got here
and they were a little clueless.
Now, they’re much more proac-

For the past year, the 127th
MPs has spent much of its time
working with 19 Iraqi police, pa-
trol and traffic stations, said Capt.
Kevin Hanrahan, 30, of Whitman,
Mass., the 127th MP commander.

The military police routinely
meet with Iraqi police chiefs, col-
lect statistical data on training
programs, deal with contractors
and construction projects, and
monitor the hunt for terror sus-
pects.

Sgt. Ian Parker, 22, of Detroit, a
company team leader, said he’s
noticed a difference in the atti-

A127th

tary Police Company member stands watch on the roof of

the Khadamiyah Police Station in Baghdad during a recent patrol.

tude of Iraqi forces over the past
year.

“When we first got here, they
were willing but not really
equipped. They didn’t have the
weapons and training they really
needed,” he said. “We’d tell them
to look into a building and check
for insurgents, and they'd be
scared. Now, they’re a little more
secure in their abilities to do the
job.”

The Iraqis also can effectively
set up random checkpoints on
their own, “without us having to
tell them,” Parker added.

After arriving last April, the
127th MPs acted primarily in an
observation role while providing
security for Iraqi stations, Becker
said. Two months into the deploy-
ment, they began teaching, train-
ing and coaching the Iraqi police
on patrols.

“T've seen it come from nothing
and start to rebuild itself,” Parker
said.

“We saw the first free election
Iraq has ever had. One of our
translators said he almost cried
when he voted; said he wanted to
weep. That made me proud to be
an American.”

Saddam’s lawyer: Judge’s murder shows Iraq too violent for trial

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Saddam Hussein’s chief law-
yer said Thursday that the murder this
week of a judge appointed to a tribunal to
try the former dictator and his aides shows
that Iraq remains too dangerous for such
trials and urged authorities to delay pro-
ceedings by at least another year.

Ziad al-Khasawneh, who heads a commit-
tee set up to provide the former Iraqi presn-
dent’s legal defense, said he expects vio-

lence in Iraq to escalate unless the tribu-
nal’s proceedings are delayed.

“I can’t imagine how the court would
begin,” he said. “The streets are burning,
the judges are killed. There are a lot of
problems in Iraq.”

“The advocates and the judge, they need
a quiet area to read, to study, to discuss,”
al-Khasawneh said in Japan, where he was
trying to raise support. “It is impossible to
make these things this year, or after this
year.”

On Tuesday, three gunmen in a speeding
car killed Judge Barwez Mohammed Mah-
moud al-Merwani and his son, lawyer

an Barwez al-Merwani, outside their
Baghdad home.

Though the motive for the killings was
still not clear, on Monday the tribunal had
issued referrals for five former regime
members, including one of Saddam’s
half-brothers, for crimes against humani-
ty. Referrals are similar to indictments and
are the final step before trials can start.

Al-Khasawneh, who is based in Amman,
Jordan, said he has also received threats
that he will “be cut to pieces” if he travels
to Iraq to defend Saddam.

The Iraqi Special Tribunal was set up in
late 2003 after Saddam was toppled. But
after five potential candidates were killed,
some judges declined calls to work at the
court.

Al-Khasawneh said he opposes the tribu-
nal in principle and considers Saddam to
be Iraq’s legal president.
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House GOP wants

BY ALAN FRAM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Re-
publicans want to add about $1.8
billion for armored vehicles and
other defense needs to President
Bush'’s request for the conflicts in
Iraq and Afghanistan and other
operations abroad, figures ob-
tained by The Associated Press
show.

They also want to pare about
half the $4 billion he proposed for
Afghan rebuilding, aid to other al-
lies and for State Department ex-
penditures, con-
gressional  aides

say.

GOP leaders of
the House Appro-
priations Commit-
tee planned to re-
lease their ver-
sion of the war
package on Thurs-
day. An aide, who
like others spoke
only on condition

being ra

&k Though
concerns are

the committee
is compelled
to fully fund

with parts of Bush’s proposal.

Some have said Bush’s request
for $4.6 billion to make Army bri-
gades more self-sufficient could
wait until next year’s regular de-
fense bill. Even so, the money is
in the committee’s bill.

“Though concerns are being
raised ... the committee is com-
pelled to! fully fund the Army’s re-
quest at this time by an urgency
to address the significant chal-
lenges the Army now faces,” a re-
port accompanying the bill states.

At the same time, the House
bill underscores a reluctance by
many  Republi-
cans to spend too
much on foreign
aid projects some
consider question-
able. This has
been fed by
Bush’s  ongoing
struggle to control
record  federal
budget deficits.

About $570 mil-
lion of the $2 bil-

ised ...

35 . ad{mnymi;(yi the Army’s lion Bush sought
‘ednesday, sai for Afghanistan’s
its overall price  1eqUESt ... B peconseetion
tag would be ]u§l report accompanying would be cut, one
below  Bush’s the defense bill  aide said. That in-
$81.9 billion pro- cluded $25 mil-
posal. o lion for starting a
Congress is likely to approve Jaw school and money for build-
much r g ing i
Bush’s overall package this housing and helping venture capi-

spring. While House leaders hope
to approve their bill later this
month, the Senate isn’t expected
to produce its version until April.
The bill is expected to also in-
clude aid to Indian Ocean coun-
tries recovering from the Decem-
ber tsunami. It was unclear
whether it would be the same as
the $950 million Bush proposed.
The House changes reflect a bi-
partisan desire to be generous to
U.S. troops serving abroad, de-
spite concerns lawmakers had

talists make investments.

Overall, the $74.9 billion Bush
requested for the Pentagon was
to grow to about $76.7 billion.

The Army and Marines, doing
most of the fighting, would get
more than Bush sought, especial-
ly for equipment. The House bill
would add $2.2 billion to Bush’s
$16.1 billion request for procur-
ing weapons and equipment, in-
cluding extra money for armor,
night-vision goggles and armored
trucks and other vehicles.

U.S. funds fall short in hunt for bin Laden

BY KATHERINE SHRADER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Osama bin
Laden remains Public Enemy
No. 1, but recent developments
raise questions about the ability
of U.S. forces to track down the
elusive terrorist and the resourc-
es dedicated to the hunt more
than three years after the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks.

Fresh reminders of the unsuc-
cessful search come as intelli-
gence officials indicated this
week that bin Laden has been in
contact with Abu Musab al-Zar-
qawi, the top al-Qaida figure in
Iraq, enlisting his help in plan-
ning attacks inside the United
States.

In a rare mention of his name
Thursday, President Bush said
bin Laden hopes to attack again
on U.S. soil and “stopping him is
the greatest challenge of our

day.”

“We’re on a constant hunt for
bin Laden. We're keeping the
pressure on him, keeping him in
hiding,” Bush said at a ceremum

The long search for Osama bin Laden
Even before the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon, the U.S. government was offering a reward for
information leading to the capture of al-Qaida founder and Saudi exile
Osama bin Laden — wanted in connection with other U.S. attacks.

Confirmed or suspected al-Qaida attacks before Sept. 11

1992 - Claimed responsi-
bity for a hotel bombing
in Yemen where 100 U.S.
military personnel were

awaiting deployment; no
one was killed

February
1993 - Mount-
ing evidence
suggests in-
volvement in
first bombing
of the World
Trade Center
in New York

October 1993
Claimed responsibility
for arming Somalis who
battled U.S. forces there,
killing 18 special opera-
tions personnel

-
August 1998  October
Allegedly re- 2000
sponsible for  Attacked
bombings of  USS Cole in
U.S. embas-  a suicide
sies in Kenya bombing that
and Tanzania  kiled 17
that killed sailors in
about300  Yemen

Matchbook with U.S. reward information from Peshawar,
Pakistan, near the Afghanistan border in 2000

al swearing-in for Se-
curity Secretary Mike Chertoff.

Current and former govern-
ment officials say there is no
doubt that the Bush administra-
tion wants bin Laden “dead or
alive,” as the president said
shortly after Sept. 11. But skills
and dollars may fall short of de-
sire.

Army Gen. John Abizaid,
chief of U.S. Central Command,
told the Senate Armed Services
Committee this week that bin
Laden and the al- dea senior
leadership have been “our prior-
ity target” since Sept. 11 but
added, “It’s important for all of
us to know that military forces

Sources: State Department Rewards for Justice; Congressional Research Service AP

do best in attacking the network
as opposed to looking for a specif-
ic person.”

Bin Laden is believed to have
evaded capture first during the
2001 battle of Tora Bora in Af-
ghanistan and then by hiding
along the Afghan-Pakistani bor-
der with his top deputy and a cir-
cle of supporters protecting him
atall costs.

U.S. personnel including CIA
paramilitary, contractors and
some of the military’s highly
trained special forces have been
on the hunt. In a recent report,

the Congressional Research Ser-
vice said 18,000 U.S. forces re-
main in Afghanistan, running
down al-Qaida and Taliban,
joined by thousands of Pakistani
forces and agents.

Yet a former intelligence offi-
cial, speaking on condition of an-
onymity, wondered about re-
cent decisions on U.S. resourc-
es. The official said intelligence
and military assets were moved
from Afghanistan to Iraq for the
Jan. 30 elections there, and it's
unclear whether they went
back.

Art exhibit gives faces to troops killed in Iraq

BY WILLIAM KATES
The Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — It’s hard
to forget the face of a fallen sol-
dier. Imagine the impression cre-
ated by 1,483 of them.

Portraits of American service-
men and women killed in Iraq go
on display Thursday on a 200-foot
stretch of wall in Syracuse Uni-
versity’s Shaffer Art Building.
The 5-by-7-inch images will stay
up until April 1.

“It's a powerful sight to take
in,” said Syracuse University pro-
fessor Stephen Zaima, who teach-
es painting. “It’s not about the art-
ists or their styles. It's not about
the war or politics. It's about
these people who have given their
lives.”

‘The exhibition, “To Never For-
get: Faces of the Fallen,” builds
on the work done last year by stu-
dents and faculty at The College
of Marin in California, who pro-
duced 1,109 portraits.

The 374 others — done using
pencil, ink, oils, watercolors,
prints, even computers — were
created by students, faculty and
staff members at Syracuse as
well as local artists. The portraits

Kristin Sorrentino, a Syracuse University advertising design senior,

P

s a portrait of U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Joeph E. Rodriguez of Fort

Hood, Texas, on Thursday. SU students, faculty and community mem-
bers added 350 portraits of soldiers killed in Iraq to an already existing
exhibition of about 1,100 from the College of Marin, in California.

are of soldiers who were killed up
to Feb. 19.

As of Thursday, at least 1,502
members of the U.S. military

have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count.

Ashley McDowell, a sopho-
more art photography student
from Seabrook, N.H., used a pen-
cil to draw Army Sgt. Charles
Webb, 22, of Hamilton, Ohio, who
died in November in a roadside

mbing.

“Our soldiers are showing the
ultimate in generosity. I think peo-
ple felt like it was a privilege to
participate, a way to return some
of that generosity,” McDowell
said.

The artists based their work
mainly on newspaper and Inter-
net photographs of the soldiers.
Some were given additional per-
sonal information.

Elena Peteva, a graduate stu-
dent from Sofia, Bulgaria,
learned that Navy Petty Officer
3rd Class John D. House was in
Irag when his son was born on
Christmas ~ Eve. House, a
28-year-old medic from Ventura,
Calif, was killed Jan. 26 along
with 30 Marines when their heli-
copter crashed in bad weather.

“He had warm, understanding
eyes and a very sweet expression.
I know he would have made a
good father,” said Peteva. “T will
always remember his face.”

No objector status

SAVANNAH, Georgia — An
Army mechanic who refused to
deploy to Iraq for a second tour

of duty — saying he had be-
come opposed to war after serv-
ing in the 2003 invasion — said
an investigating officer recom-
mended the Army deny him
conscientious objector status.

Sgt. Kevin Benderman, 40,
has been charged with deser-
tion for refusing to deploy with
his unit and faces up to seven
years in prison if convicted by

a court- . His objector
application is being handled
separately.

A Fort Stewart spokesman,
Lt. Col. Robert Whetstone,
could not immediately confirm
the recommendation. Bender-
man said a letter with the rec-
ommendation was given to
him Wednesday by his mili-
tary attorney.

A portion of the letter, pro-
vided by Benderman, noted
he’d waited to file his objector
claim until just before his Jan.
7 deployment date.

enderman conceded his en-
listment is set to end in Octo-
ber — before he would have re-
turned from Irag. He denied
that was the reason he sought
objector status.

The portraits will be

sent to the soldiers’ families.

From The Associated Press
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Fisher foundation searches for
new sites to house war injured

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

As more troops return from war zones needing
long-term medical care, the Fisher House Foundation
has shifted its focus on where to build houses that ac-
commodate the wounded and their visiting families,
officials said.

“We have made supporting servicemen and women
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan, and their families,
our No. 1 priority ... which includes building Fisher
Houses at medical centers where they're going to be
receiving their long-term care,” said Jim Weiskopf,
foundation spokesman.

The nonprofit foundation founded in 1990 by philan-
thropists Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher originally
built houses only at military treatment facilities. Ten
years ago, it expanded and built its first Department
of Veterans Affairs facility house in Albany, N.Y.
There now are six VA Fisher Houses, and a seventh
near completion.

“The change for us at the VA is that the Fisher
House Foundation has committed to adding houses at
our facilities,” said Jill Manske, director of social
work services at the VA.

“We're beginning to see a lot of casualties from Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Free-
dom being treated at our facilities, patients who are
still on active duty, and their families are coming
from long distances and need lodging,” Manske said.

sher House is “a home away from home,” con-
ceived to give families a place to stay while loved ones
receive medical care. They feature private bedrooms
and common kitchens, laundry facilities and dining
and living rooms, and normally are located within
walking distance of the treatment center or have
transportation available.

About 8,500 families a year stay at the

SEAN E. COBB/Stars and Stripes
At the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center Fisher
House in Germany, Lisa Sallee, her husband Air
Force Staff Sgt. Ricky Sallee and their daughter,
Brenna, unpack for their stay. “We have made sup-
porting servicemen and women wounded in | q and
Afghanistan, and their fami
said Jim Weiskopf, Fisher House Foundation spokes-
man, as the foundation looks to build new locations.

32 Fisher Houses. Two of them are at the Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center in Germany, the sole loca-
tion outside of the United States.

The foundation’s firm to-build list of eight more fa-
cilities throughout the United States would place hous-
es at military and VA medical treatment facilities that
specialize in treating combat-related injuries, such as
traumatic brain injuries, severe burns and paralysis.

“During peacetime, the largest group we take care
of are retirees suffering from cancer and undergoing
radiation and chemotherapy treatment,” Weiskopf
said. “But gradually, over time and because of the op-
erations in Iraq and Afghanistan, that focus has
changed to young soldiers ... who at some point in
time, do not need to occupy a hospital bed but need to
go to the hospital every day.”

A VA facility Fisher House might be built in Rich-
mond, Va.,, at the center that specializes in traumatic
brain and spinal cord injuries. “We haven’t even re-
ceived a formal proposal, but we just know it's com-
ing,” Weiskopf said of the Hunter Holmes McGuire
VA Medical Center.

Across the board, occupancy is at 90 percent or
greater, but for those houses treating patients from
Iraq and Afghanistan, occupancy is 100 percent with
wait lists, Weiskopf said.

For those families, the average less than $10 a day
fee is waived. And if the Fisher House is full, the foun-
dation ensures the family does not pay to stay at an
on-base facility, such as a Navy Lodge, or a local
hotel, he said.

New facilities

The Fisher House Foundation is turning its
focus toward supporting the war wounded and
their families. New facilities are in the pipeline.

W A second Madigan Army Medical Center,
Fort Lewis, Wash.
n Haley 'VA Medical Center, Tampa, Fla.

Pendis

A thied Brooke Army Medical Center, San
Antonio, Texas

B Blanchfield Army Community Hospital,
Fort Campbell, Ky.

] Palo Alto VA Medical Center, Calif.

HA secund Naval Medical Center, San Diego,
Calif.

W West Los Angeles VA Medical Center, Calif.

M Dallas VA Medical Center, Texas

Source: Fisher House Foundation

The houses do not take reservations, and individu-
als or families need to contact the manager of a specif-
ic Fisher House for arrangements. Each medical cen-
ter commander or director sets eligibility criteria for
their specific population, Weiskopf said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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At hearing, injured
reservists decry
poor health care

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Petty offic-
er Anthony Cuomo believes if he
were an active-duty sailor, the
Navy would have already taken
care of the shoulder injury he suf-
fered while training in Iraq.

But instead the reservist, who
joined after serving as a New
York City firefighter during the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, said he has
undergone 21 months of confu-
sion over his military status and
rights, and is still waifing for addi-
tional surgeries to repair torn
muscles.

“In my mind, there is one word
for this: discrimination,” he said
Wednesday, during testimony be-
fore a congressional panel investi-
gating the treatment of wounded
troops.

Top military officials acknowl-
edged at the hearing that such
health care inconsistencies do
exist, despite efforts to ensure eq-
uitable care for all those injured
in combat zones.

Cuomo praised the medical pro-
fessionals who have treated him
— one doctor told him he was a
“sailor and a patient, not a reserv-
ist” — but said administrators
have delayed and denied treat-
ments for him.

At one point, he said, Navy offi-
cials classified his debl!.llanng
shoulder and head pain as

“minor” and noncombat-related.
His_ shoulder separation came
during a training exercise inside
Iraq.

Members of Congress called
that testimony upsetting.

“I'm disappointed that we're
back here again to hear about the
same problems that we've all
worked so hard to fix,” said Rep.
John McHugh, R-N.Y., chairm:
of a House subcommittee on mil
tary_personnel. “These reports
are disturbing.”

Chief Warrant Officer Stephen
Keeton said after initially receiv-
ing exemplary treatment over-
seas for his injuries, he returned

“TI was really dismayed when
an Army chaplain boarded our
bus full of wounded troops, and
began to ask if we were Reserve
or active duty,” he said. “If it was
Guard or Reserve he passed them
up, and if it was an active-duty
member he began to talk with
them.

“He said we would receive the
care we needed when we got to
the destination station, but he was
there for the active-duty guys.”

Army Surgeon General Lt
Gen. Joseph Webb said of the
21,000 Army guardsmen and re-
servists injured in the war on ter-
ror, nearly 16,000 have finished
their rehabilitation and nearly
10,000 have been returned to

duty.

“I don’t think there’s another
system in the world that could do
that,” he said. “But improve-
ments to the seamless transition
of care are still needed.”

The hearing also covered
health care problems not related
to duty status. Senior Airman An-
thony Pizzifred, who lost his left
leg to a land mine in Iraq, said
some medical centers he visited
knew little about prosthetics and
other treatment for amputees.

Keeton said just days after the
rocket attack that injured him, he
managed to call his wife and sons
to let them know he was recover-
ing. To his dismay, his family had
no idea he had been injured.

'All of the panelists praised the
medical community. They called
the doctors and medical experts
who treated them heroes. But
they said that administrative
changes need to be made to en-
sure the wounded troops aren’t
overwhelmed by bureaucratic
mistakes.

Representatives from all four
services told the congressional
panel that they are committed to
providing needed medical care to
every soldier returning from com-
bat overseas.

The hearing was solely to gath-
er information; no action was pre-
scribed by the

home to find how
reservists were handled.

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Army and Army Reserve miss February recruitment goal

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — For the first time in
almost five years, the active-duty Army
missed its monthly recruiting goal in Feb-
ruary, a failure directly related to public
concerns about the ongoing wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, an Army recruiting offi-
cial said.

The Army Reserve also missed its goals
in February, for the second month in a

“People are watching the news,” said
Doug Smith, a spokesman for U.S. Army
Recruiting Command at Fort Knox in Ken-
tucky. “They know the risks of military ser-
vice in today’s environment.”

Army recruiters were told to bring 7,050
new soldiers into the fold in February.

Instead, the recruiters found only 5,114
people Wlllmg to join the active Army.

In the Army Reserve, the recruiting goal
for the month was 1, 320 but only 990 new
reservists joined the service.

January’s recruiting goal for the Army
Reserve was also missed, marking the first
‘monthly shortfall for the component since
September 2003, Smith said.

Fort Knox does not keep recruiting statis-
tics for the Army National Guard. Recruit-
ing for the Guard is the responsibility of
each state component, which sets its own
goal numbers.

For the Army and Army Reserve, the
February shortfalls leave both components
short for the fiscal year, as well.

The Army’s goal for recruiting ac-
tive-duty soldiers for fiscal 2005, which
began on Oct. 1, is 80,000. By the end of
February, the component was supposed to
have recruited 27,362 of those soldiers. But
the Army missed that goal by 1,823 sol-
diers.

The goal for the Army Reserve is 22,175.
By the end of February, the component
was supposed to have recruited 5,587 of
those soldiers. But the Army Reserve
missed that goal by 643 soldiers.

Although Smith said Army officials are
“keeping a close eye” on the recruiting re-
sults for the year, he said recruiters still be-
lieve they can make up the shortfalls by
the end of the fiscal year, Sept. 30.

“Missing a month is not necessarily miss-
ing a year,” Smith said.

Nevertheless, “We knew it was going to
be a difficult year,” Smith said.

For the first time since 2001, the active
Army began fiscal 2005 with far fewer re-
cruits in the Delayed Entry Program,
which allows newly joined members to
wait for up to a year before reporting for
boot camp.

Army recruiters prefer to begin the fis-
cal year with 25 to 35 percent of their new
yearly goal “banked” under the delayed
entry status, Smith said.

But as of Oct. 1, 2004, when the govern-
ment’s fiscal 2005 began, the Army only
had 18 percent of its 2005 goal toml in the
program, he said.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
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Study shows Army’s black enlistments drop

Number of African-American volunteers falls 41 percent since 2000

BY TOM PHILPOTT
Special to Stars and Stripes

he Army’s wartime re-

cruiting challenge is ag-

gravated by a sharp drop

in black enlistments over
the last four years, which internal
Army and Defense Department
polls trace to an unpopular war in
Traq and concerns among blacks
with Bush administration poli-
cies.

The Army is straining to meet
recruiting goals in part because
the number of black volunteers
has fallen 41 percent — from 23.5
percent of recruits in fiscal 2000
down steadily to 13.9 percent in
the first four months of fiscal
2005.

“It’s alarming,” said Maj. Gen.
Michael D. Rochelle, command-
ing general of the U.S. Army Re-
cruiting Command in Fort Knox,
Ky.

No single factor explains the
drop, Rochelle said, but clearly
the propensity of black youth to
enlist is impacted by the war and
increasingly by views of parents,
teachers, coaches, clergy and
other “influencers.”

“The influencers of these youth
are causing them to be less in-
clined to listen to what good the
Army could do for them in the
long run,” said Rochelle, one of
the Army’s most senior black of-

ficers.

Officer recruiting is hit, too.
Black enrollment in the Army Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps
program is down 36 percent since

2001.

The Marine Corps also reports
a drop in black recruits but its ra-
cial data on recruits is now sus-
pect due to a gov-
ernment policy, ef-
fective Jan. 1,
2003, that allows
recruits and all
new federal work-
ers to decline to identify their
race. The Army has found a way
to continue to track accurately its
racial data, said S. Douglas
Smith, spokesman for the recruit-
ing command.

Rep. Charles B. Rangel, a Dem-
ocrat whose New York City dis-
trict includes Harlem, said he
isn't too surprised by the Army re-
cruiting data.

“I have not found a black per-
son in support of this war in my
district,” he said. “The fact that
every member of the Congression-
al Black Caucus emotionally, po-
litically and vigorously opposes
this war is an indication of what
black folks think throughout this
country.”

Rangel also said there was
“overwhelming disappointment”
among blacks after Bush, in a dis-

Analysis

puted election, became president
in 2001, and the disappointment
“plummeted after he declared
war in Iraq.”

Results of the Defense Depart-
ment’s own Youth and Influencer
Polls, conducted last May, affirm
that administration policies and
the Iraq war have lowered the
propensity of
black youth to en-
list, particularly in
the Army and Ma-
rine Corps, the
ground forces tak-
ing most of the casualties.

While the war reduced the like-
lihood of youth in general to join
the military, says the Youth Poll
report, “Black youth reported
being more negatively affected ...
. Black youth were less support-
ive of U.S. troops’ presence in
Iraq, less likely to feel the war
was justified, more disapproving
of the Bush administration’s han-
dling of foreign affairs and more
disapproving of its use of U.S. mil-
itary forces than were whites or
Hispanics.”

Black youth unemployment re-
mains above 10 percent, higher
than for Hispanics and double
that of whites. Blacks also tend to
view military pay as more attrac-
tive than do other racial groups.

In years past, such factors en-
ticed a disproportionate number

of African-American youth to see
opportunity in the Army. In some
years since the draft ended in
1973, the percentage of blacks
among Army volunteers ap-
proached 30 percent.

In fiscal 2000, blacks still repre-
sented almost a quarter of Army
recruits. That percentage fell to
22.7 in 2001, 19.9 in 02, 16.4 in
°03, 15.9 in '04, and now to 13.9
percent through four months of
fiscal 2005. No such decline has
been seen among Hispanics or
white recruits. Indeed, their per-
centages among Army recruits
grew during the first Bush admin-
istration.

Because blacks are 14 percent
of all recruit-age youth, their re-
cruiting numbers remain “accept-
able,” said Rochelle, proportional
to blacks in society. ‘But the steep
drop in black recruits overall
does hurt plans “to grow the
Army,” he conceded. Congress
has ordered a 30,000 increase in
the number of active-duty sol-
diers by October 2007.

Rangel said many blacks still
are enticed into service by bene-
fits and cash incentives, which
are rising sharply.

“It has amazed me that, not
withstanding the general feeling
of the community, they still have
enlisted and fought. When my
[Guard and Reserve] outfits
come home, these guys get their

medals and they’re proud. But
when I'm called up [to speak],
they cheer and stomp their feet,
knowing that I fought against the
war. It's inconsistent as hell.”

other y-directed poll,
the U.S. Military Image Study, is
posted on a Defense Contracting
Command Web site, likely by m
take. Based on interviews with
3,236 youth ages 16 to 24, this
study says, “Recruiting an all-vol-
unteer Army in times of war is in-
creasingly difficult.”

While money for college re-
mains a major motivator to enlist,
the Iraq war leaves youth, particu”
larly blacks, conflicted.

“More African-Americans iden-
tify having to fight for a cause
they don’t support as a barrier to
military  service,” the study
found.

Fear of being killed or injured
was the top reason to avoid ser-
vice for 26 percent of youth in
2004, almost double the 14 per-
cent reponed in 2000.

Poll data also show that more
black parents, particularly moth-
ers, worry that their children
could be killed or injured in the
war.

Many African Americans still
believe that black soldiers suffer
higher casualty rates than other
racial groups. The numbers,
Rochelle said, “do not bear that
out, neither from Vietnam nor
subsequent conflicts.”

EUCOM: Baumholder is not
part of future Army hub plan

BY TERRY BOYD
Stars and Stripes

BAUMHOLDER, Germany — A report in Thurs-
day’s Stars and Stripes that Baumholder would re-
main a key part of the Army’s transformation plans
in Europe surprised some German workers who
thought the base’s days were numbered.

On Thursday, Marine Gen. James Jones, com-
mander of the U.S. Europe-
an Command, was quick to
correct the record.

“I'd clarify that Baumhold-
eris not a part of the Kaiser-
slautern Military Communi-
ty, which does have strategic
enduring value. Baumholder
currently houses units of the
1st Armored Division, which
may return to the U.S. at
some point in the future, so it
is not an ‘enduring’ installa-
tion as such,” Jones said in a
prepared statement issued
to Stars and Stripes on Thurs-

day. U.S. European Command

During an _interview
Wednesday with Stars and Stripes, Jones said Baum-
holder would survive as one of four U.S. Army hubs
in Germany in the ongoing restructuring of U.S. mili-
tary bases in Europe.
Many of the 500 German at

&k ’d clarify that
Baumholder is not a part
of the Kaiserslautern
Military Community,
which does have strategic
enduring value.9?

Marine Gen. James Jones

tary communities, Weber said.

In addition, Jones’ statement said, Stuttgart will
remain the home of EUCOM headquarters. While it
is a joint Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine com-
mand, EUCOM officials “consider it one of the four
major enduring U.S. military communities in Ger-
many administered by the U.S. Army.”

“I want to emphasize that the vision for our entire
military force mcludmg all services in Europe is

But implementing that vi-
sion, he said, “is a work in
process, including complex
negotiations and decision
processes. We are able to
discuss some details, while
others remain pre-decision-

Two years of awaiting
Baumholder’s fate have
made German workers at
the base “nervous,” Weber
said. He added that he be-
lieves the release of a final
Base Realignment and Clo-
sure list of domestic bases
— scheduled for May —
‘may hasten final word on European bases, he said.

If Baumholder doesn’t make it, it will be a crush-
ing blow for workers in this underdeveloped corner
of Germany, according to Weber.

commander of the

er saw the Thursday Stripes story, said Harald
Weber, deputy chairman of Baumholder’s Betrieb-
svertretung, or German works council: “We were re-
ally surprised.”

By early Thursday, however, Installation Manage-
ment Agency-Europe officials told workers that
Baumholder, the largest combat arms base outside
the United States, it is not on the list of enduring mili-

, about 40 miles from Ramstein, cur-
rently has an American population of 12,000 people
including 5,600 soldiers in seven major 1st AD units
and a dozen non-division units,

“I can say that this area is the end of the world,”
he said. “If the Army goes out, it’s going to be an eco-
nomic problem for the whole area. “It’s going to be a
disaster.”

E-mail Terry Boyd at: boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Pentagon flag on the block

SHNS

Military personnel render honors as fire and rescue workers unfurl a
huge American flag over the side of the Pentagon during rescue and
recovery efforts on Sept. 12, 2001, after the Sept. 11 terrorist attack.
An auctioneer who has a flag pulled from the wreckage at the
Pentagon, not the one pictured above, will auction it on eBay to defray

medical bills.
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NYPD head knew of Grand Central sketch

Kelly: Drawing of terminal ‘not something that would indicate an immediate threat’

BY ToM HAYS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A drawing of Grand Cen-
tral Terminal found in the home of a sus-
pect in the Madrid train bombings was
“not something that would indicate an im-
mediate threat,” Police Commissioner Ray
Kelly said.

The crude sketch was “a very basic sche-
matic,” and was never deemed cause for
alarm, Kelly said on Wednesday in re-
sponse to a report in the Spanish newspa-
per El Mundo.

The drawing and other data were on a
computer disk seized about two weeks
after the train bombings in Madrid that
killed 191 people on March 11, 2004, El
Mundo reported. Spanish police turned the

disk over to U.S. agents from the FBI and
CIA in December.

Kelly said the data also was shared with
the New York Police Department’s coun-
terterrorism division and city transit offi-
cials, who concluded the sketch depicted
Grand Central.

The material also included photographs,
and a drawing of a private building in the
city, which Kelly refused to identify. But
an analysis found no indication of a terror-
ism plot, and authorities quickly decided
there was no need to alert the public, he
said.

“We didn’t see it as a threatening piece
of information,” he said.

On Wednesday at Grand Central, securi-
ty appeared to be at its usual high level,
with National Guardsmen, law enforce-

ment officers carrying machine guns, and
bomb-sniffing dogs.

“I'm used to this,” said Elaine Weaver, a
tourist from England who was passing
through the station. “We’re used to bomb
scares everywhere. So you're careful but it
doesn’t deter me.”

The NYPD’s intelligence division stud-
ied the bombings in Madrid as a possible
template for a New York attack. The de-
partment responded by tightening security
in the subways and at train stations. Those
measures were in place long before the
city received word of the sketch.

“This is not something I think people
should be panicked about or worried
about,” Mayor Michael Bloomberg said.
“We took the appropriate steps and we do
not think that in that particular case there
was a real plan to attack Grand Central.”

There were conflicting descriptions of
what the drawing showed.

A Spanish police official said it depicted
a facade similar to that of Grand Central;
New York police said it showed a large inte-
rior room off the terminal’s main con-
course.

The same Spanish police official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity, said that
the sketch was found in the home of Mou-
hannad Almallah, a Syrian arrested in
Madrid on March 24. He was later re-
leased but is still considered a suspect.

Twenty-four people are in jail over the
attack, and at least 40 others who were ar-
rested and released are still considered
suspects.

Associated Press Writers Verena Dobnik in New
York City and Daniel Woolls in Madrid contributed
to this report.

Rapist denied parole

after victims testify

The Associated Press

SUFFIELD, Connecticut — A
parole board Thursday rejected a
rapist’s bid to be released from
prison, sending the former jet-set
fugitive who lived in Europe back
to prison until 2008.

Alex
Kelly, who
was charged
in 1986 with
raping  two
teenagers
while he was
a high school
wrestling
standout,
was  visibly
angry after
the  ruling
and demand-
ed of the
“Why do

Kelly

three-member board,
you come here?”
Board members said they were
moved by the pleas of Kelly’s two
victims, Adrienne Bak and Hill-

ary Buchanan, who sat together
and fought back tears as they de-
scribed Kelly's crimes.

“For 19 years, Adrienne and T
have been trying to get justice for
the brutal rapes this man commit-
ted against us,” Buchanan said.
“He left such an indelible mark
on my soul.”

Kelly, now 37, has spent eight
years in prison, which his victims
noted was slightly less time than
he lived in Europe as a fugitive.

“I wish there was some way I
could explain how sorry I am for
what I have done,” Kelly told the
board.

“ take full respnnslbl].\ty fnr
the things I have done. I have
caused a lot of pain to a lot of peo-
ple and I am sorry for that.”

Just before his trial was to
begin in 1987, Kelly fled the coun-
try. While in Europe, he spent
time skiing and mountain climb-
ing using money authorities say
his wealthy parents sent him.

Zippo upset by ban

PITTSBURGH — Zippo Manu-
facturing Co., which prides itself
onits classic brass-and-chrome bu-
tane lighters, says new air travel
security regulations could cut into
sales by as much as 30 percent.

The U.S. Transportation Securi-
ty Administration has announced
it will ban butane, electric and ab-
sorbed fuel lighters aboard all air-
craft and in areas behind airport
security gates beginning in April.

Zippo officials will meet with
U.S. officials later this month to
plead their case. Millions of the
metal, rectangular lighters are
bought on impulse at duty-free
shops and at vacation spots as me-
mentos.

Window washers saved

LOS ANGELES — Two win-
dow washers were rescued Thurs-
day through a 10th-floor window
after their llapsed,

40 minutes off a building in down-
town Los Angeles.

Neither was injured in the inci-
dent, which was broadcast
throughout the United States.

Both workers had been wear-
ing safety harnesses attached to
the roof of the 12-story building.

Firefighters broke a window
and helped them through it.

Jackson trial video

SANTA MARIA, California —
Jurors in the Michael Jackson
case got their first look Thursday
at the singer’s master bedroom
suite where he allegedly molested
a 13-year-old boy.

‘The panel was shown videotape
from a Nov. 18, 2003, raid of Jack-
son’s Neverland ranch that includ-
ed shots of his cluttered bedroom,
but none of the sexually explicit
magazines that Santa Barbara
County District Attorney Thomas
Sneddon has said were found in
the suite.

{eaving them dangling for &bout

From wire reports

Members of the President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform — from left, Liz Ann Sonder, James

Poterba, Chairman Connie Mack 11l and Vice-Chairman John Breaux —

en Thursday to Federal Reserve

Chairman Alan Greenspan talk about revamping the complex tax code, an important goal of President Bush.

Greenspan floats idea of
national consumption tax

BY JEANNINE AVERSA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal Re-
serve Chairman Alan Greenspan
on Thursday said some form of a
consumption tax — such as a na-
tional sales tax — could spur
greater economic growth, but he
cautioned that the government
would face significant problems
making the transition to such a

Switching from an income tax
to a consumption tax would gener-
ate huge opposition from Demo-
crats, who argue that taxing food
and other goods would fall hard-
est on the poor.

Acknowledging  those  con-
cerns, Greenspan told the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Panel on Federal
Tax Reform that policy-makers
might want to consider a combina-
tion of an income tax and a con-
sumption tax.

“T would suspect that probably
that may be the best route to go.
In other words, don’t try for puri-
ty,” Greenspan said in response
to a question from a panelist. “I
would suspect that the opposition
that would arise would probably
make such a structure [a pure
consumption tax] infeasible.”

Addressing concerns about in-
creased taxes on food and other
necessities, Greenspan said that
policy-makers could design a con-
sumption tax that would exclude
products mostly consumed by the
poor.

In his prepared remarks to the
panel, the Fed chief said that “a
consumption tax would be best
from the perspective of promot-
ing economic growth” because it
would encourage saving and the
capital formation that the econo-
my needs to expand and modern-

ize.
“However, getting from the cur-

rent tax system to a consumption
tax raises a challenging set of
transition issues,” he added.

Greenspan also said he support-
ed tax incentives to encourage
savings, despite what he called
conflicting evidence about the in-
centives’ success at increasing
the national savings rate, because
they enhance individuals’ retire-
ment accounts.

“And that, especially in the con-
text of the discussions we've all
been having the last couple
weeks relevant to retirement
funding and the like, is clearly
something which is desirable,”
said.

The Fed chief delivered his as-
sessment to the panel a day after
worrying aloud before a House
committee about the buildup of
budget deficits in recent years.
The tax-reform panel is looking
into ways to revamp the complex
tax code, an important goal of
President Bush.
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CIA’s Goss
amazed by
workload

The Associated Press

SIMI VALLEY, California— In
arare public appearance, CIA Di-
rector Porter Goss said he is over-
whelmed by the many duties of
his job, including devoting five
hours out of every day to prepare
for and deliver intelligence brief-
ings to President Bush.

“The jobs I'm being asked to
do, the five hats that I wear, are
too much for this mortal,” Goss
said. “I'm a little amazed at the
workload.”

Goss praised Bush’s choice for
the new job of national intelli-
gence director, John Negroponte.
The career diplomat, who is ex-
pected to be confirmed by the Sen-
ate, will take over several of the
duties currently assigned to Goss,
including the presidential brief-

ing.

Goss, who has made few public
comments beyond congressional
testimony, also said the legisla-
tion creating the position of direc-
tor of national intelligence left
him unclear on his future role.

“It’s got a huge amount of ambi-
guity in it,” he said. “I don’t know
by law what my direct relation-
ship is with John Negroponte,”
Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld or other top officials involved
with intelligence.

>
3

Mary Beth Brindley, left, and Evelyn Hall, who have been
together for 45 years and were married on March 4, 2004,
mark their first anniversary at home in Portland, Ore.
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At first anniversary,
gays have no regrets

Despite backlash, legally hazy marriage
is a leap forward, say same-sex couples

BY RUKMINI CALLIMACHI
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Every morn-
ing before she headed out into the
world, Evelyn Hall took off her gold
ring and placed it on the kitchen
counter. When she returned at night,
she slipped it back on.

Last year, she put it on for good
when she married the woman whom
relatives had assumed was her room-
mate, cracking open the secret life the
two had hidden for 46 years.

A total of 2,968 couples wed in Ore-
gon when the state’s most populous
county began issuing same-sex mar-
riage licenses a year ago Thursday.
Every one of those marriages is now in
legal limbo — but gay couples say
their legally hazy unions are nonethe-
less a giant leap forward.

“It was like an out-of-slavery experi-
ence. I know it sounds crazy, but we
were so closeted,” said Mary Beth
Brindley, 65, who ran away from
home to be with Hall, now 66, when
she was 19. “I’s a total relief not to
have to lie anymore.”

Gay weddings swept the country
from coast to coast starting in San
Francisco on Feb. 12, 2004, when

Mayor Gavin Newsom flung open the
city’s wedding registry to gay couples.

The movement jumped to Oregon in
March, then New Mexico and New
Paltz, N.Y. By May, thousands of gay
couples were on their way to tying the
knot in Massachusetts following a rul-
ing by the state’s highest court.

Then the backlash set in.

Last November, voters in Oregon
and 10 other states passed ballot mea-
sures banning gay marriage. Voters in
two other states, Missouri and Louisi-
ana, banned gay marriages in 2004.

In Oregon and in California, law-
suits are wending their way through
the state’s legal machinery to deter-
mine the legal status of some 7,000 cer-
tificates issued to gay couples in the
two states.

And while an effort to pass a federal
ban on gay marriage failed in the Sen-
ate last year, supporters say they will
try again in the new Congress.

Gay advocates contend time is on
their side.

“It’s a case of two steps forward for
every one step back, which means
we're still one step ahead,” said Rebe-
kah Kassell, spokeswoman for Basic
Rights Oregon, the state’s leading gay
rights group.
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Cell phone accident

MIAMI — A man who fell 40
feet from a railroad bridge on to a
concrete bridge spent more than
two days calling for help before fi-
nally being discovered by a main-
tenance worker.

The man, whose name was not
released by authorities, was in se-
rious but stable condition at a hos-
pital after being rescued Wednes-
day morning. Emergency work-
ers hoisted him up to the foot of
the drawbridge on a stretcher,
said Fire Rescue spokesman
Capt. Louie Fernandez.

The man, described as being in
his 20s, told authorities he was
out for a walk late Sunday night
when he dropped his cell phone
onto a ledge about five feet below
the bridge walkway. As he leaned
out to get the phone, the man said
he lost his grip and fell to the plat-
form.

Three slain at salon

BELLEVILLE, Ill. — Three
people were found stabbed to
death inside a beauty salon in this
St. Louis suburb.

A customer who arrived for a
midday Wednesday appointment
found the bodies of the owner of
Michael’s Salon and two elderly
sisters who were customers, po-
lice said.

Police Chief Terry Delaney
identified the victims as Michael
Cooney, 62, and sisters Dorothy
Bone, 82, and Doris Fischer, 79.

“Everybody’s devastated,”
Mayor Mark Eckert said.

Calif. backs euthanasia

SACRAMENTO — A large ma-
jority of California residents sup-
port the idea of allowing terminal-
ly ill patients the option of taking
their own life under the supervi-
sion of a physician, according to a
new poll reieased Wednesday.

Consistent with surveys con-
ducted over the last quarter centu-
1y by the Field Poll, 70 percent of
Lahfomlans support the idea that

“incurably ill patients have the
right to ask for and get life-ending
medication.” The poll found 22
percent opposed and eight per-
cent were undecided.

The issue of physician-assisted
suicide was first measured by the
Field Poll in 1979, when 64 per-
cent of Californians said the ter-
minally ill should be allowed that
opportunity. Since then, support
for the concept has been consis-
tent.

The survey was conducted
among 503 adults during the
10-day period ending Feb. 17.
The poll has a margin of error of
plus or minus 4.1 percentage
points.

Ex-spy cannot sue CIA

WASHINGTON — A former
Cold War spy couple who defect-
ed to the United States lost their
bid to sue the CIA on Wednesday
in a Supreme Court case in which
they contended the agency re-
neged on a pledge of lifetime sup-

port.

The possibility that an espio-
nage relationship might be re-
vealed if a lawsuit proceeded was
unacceptable, Chief Justice Will-
iam Rehnquist said in a unani-
mous decision.

Former spies cannot sue to en-
force their contracts, the court
concluded, because of the secret
nature of their agreements.

From The Associated Press
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States keep lid on mad cow probes

BY JON SARCHE
The Associated Press

DENVER, Colo. — When
rumor hit the commodities trad-
ing floor in Chicago three years
ago that Kansas cattle had con-
tracted foot-and-mouth disease,
prices plummeted.

A rumor that lasted only a day
cost the beef industry an estimat-
ed $50 million and forced agricul-
ture officials to spend weeks as-
suring consumers that the food
supply was safe.

With this case and others like it
in mind, lawmakers across the
country are working on ways to
keep livestock disease investiga-
tions secret until absolutely neces-
sary. Pmposals already have
passed in Idaho and Wyoming,
while lawmakers in Colorado,
Maryland and Utah are consider-
ing bills this spring.

In Wyoming, false reporting of
an animal disease outbreak is a
crime. “There’s just no reason to
get consumers riled up about
something that didn’t happen,”
said Mel Coleman Jr., whose fami-
ly founded Coleman Natural Prod-
ucts Inc., which sells beef from

13

A polled Hereford bull peers over the fence in the yards at the National
Western Stock Show and Rodeo in Denver. When rumor of a

foot-and-mouth di

ase outhreak among Kansas cattle hit the commodi-

ties trading floor in Chicago three years ago, prices plummeted.

ranches in Colorado and 12 other
states.

But Jean Halloran, director of
Consumers Union’s Consumer
Policy Institute in Yonkers, New
York, said there are good reasons
to fully disclose all information
about testing for animal diseases
— especially mad cow, the com-

mon name for bovine spongiform
encephalopathy, or BSE.

Humans who eat BSE-contami-
nated tissue can contract a degen-
erative, fatal brain disorder
called variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob
Disease.

“In a disease as serious as this,
we have to have complete open-

ness and transparency,” she said.

However, Halloran also said
keeping information secret until
confirmation of an infection is an
understandable step to protect
the industry. That is somewhat
more restrictive_than how the
U.S. Agriculture Department has
handled public disclosure.

In December 2003, a few weeks
after a Holstein in Washington
state was screened for mad cow
disease, the government said the
animal had tested “presumptive
positive.” The government said a
few days later the results had
been confirmed in independent
testing.

No more cases of the disease
have been confirmed in the Unit-
ed States, though the government
announced three times last year
its preliminary rapid-test proce-
dures had provided inconclusive
results. That brought harsh criti-
cism from some ranchers.

The preliminary tests for mad
cow and some other diseases are
designed to be conservative and
provide a false positive if there’s
uncertainty to prompt further,
more accurate testing, said Jim
Miller, director of policy and initi-
atives for the Colorado Agricul-
ture Department.

Law enforcement of

Is talk in an alley behind the home of U.:

13

District Judge Joan Humphrey Lefkow as

the investigation into the murder of her husband and mother continues in Chicago.

Chicago judge vows to return to bench

BY MIKE ROBINSON
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — A federal judge
whose husband and mother were
slain execution style in her base-
ment is vowing to return to the
bench, and police were searching
for two “persons of interest” seen
near the home.

Police released sketches of the
two men, saying they want to in-
terview them based on witness
statements. One, a man in his
mid-20s, was seen in a car near
the home of Judge Joan Hum-
phrey Lefkow. The other, a man
in his S0s, was wearing dark cov-
eralls and a dark knit cap. Both
are while

an interview published
Thurcday, the judge said she al-
ways knew her job could put her

at risk but

ger her fami-
Iy. “I think
we all sort of
go into this
thinking it's [
a possibility, |
but you don't [§
think it’s
going to hap-
pen to you be-
cause it's so unthinkable,” she
said.

Lefkow, who is now in protec-
tive custody along with her four
daughters, told the Chicago
Sun-Times she will return to the
bench. “Nobody is going to intimi-
date me off my duty,” she said.

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT/AP
sketches of murder suspects

Investiga-
tors  hope
that physical
evidence

found in the
basement

‘where Micha-
el Lefkow,

89" -year-old
Donna Hum-
phrey were
killed  will
point to spe-
cific suspects. The shootings
came a month before white su-
premacist Matthew Hale was to
be sentenced by another judge
for soliciting an undercover FBI
informant to murder Lefkow.
Lefkow had ordered Hale to
change the name of his extremist
group in a trademark lawsuit.

Rep. Fowler,
leader on
U.S. defense,
dead at 62

BY RON WORD

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.
Former U.S. Rep. Tillie Fowler
who became prominent on de-
fense issues during her four
terms in Congress, died Wednes-
day, two days after suffering a
brain hemorrhage. She was 62.

Fowler, who was known as the
“Steel Magnolia” for her quiet te-
nacity in Congress, died at a hospi-
tal, said Tom Alexander, a family
spokesman.

Gov. Jeb Bush called Fowler “a
great Floridian and committed
public servant. Congresswoman
Fowler was a great leader and
was dedicated to making the lives
of Floridians better. She will be
missed.”

Fowler was elected to the
House of Representatives in
1992, campaigning on an “eight is
enough” term-limits pledge.

After leaving Congress in Janu-
ary 2001, she was mentioned as a
possible secretary of the Navy in
the Bush administration, but in-
stead joined the national law firm
of Holland & Knight.

Since 2003, Fowler was chair-
woman of the Defense Policy
Board Advisory Committee,
which advises Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld. She also head-
ed the committee that investigat-
ed alleged sexual assaults at the

S. Air Force Academy and
served on the committee that in-
vestigated prisoner abuse in Iraq.

A native of Milledgeville, Ga.,
she was the daughter of former
Georgia state Sen. Culver Kidd.
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Coshy opens up to tabloid

BY NICOLE WEISENSEE
EGAN

Knight Ridder

PHILADELPHIA — Bill Cosby
has finally broken his silence
about drugging and groping alle-
gations levied against him by a
former Temple University em-
ployee.

And he did it an exclusive inter-
view with the National Enquirer,
offering a vague, sort-of apology
to the 3l-year-old Canadian
woman.

“Looking back on it, I realize
that words and actions can be mis-
interpreted by another person,
and unless youre a supreme
being, you can’t predict what an-
other individual will do,” Cosby
said in an interview with Enquir-
er Editor Barry Levine, in
the March 14 issue, which
hits newsstands on Fnday

While Cosby at first said
he did not want to specu-
late whether the woman’s
motive was financial gain
— “I don’t want to go
there” — he all but went
there, anyway.

“ am not going to give in
to people who try to exploit me be-
cause of my celebrity status,”
said Cosby, 67, who did not deny
that he had been the woman’s
mentor.

“Sometimes you try to help peo-
ple and it backfires on you and
then they try to take advantage of
you,” Cosby
said. “People
can soil you
by taking ad-

been cleared
of any crimi-
nal charges,
he said he
was  speak-
ing outin an-
ticipation of
a civil suit
the Canadian woman is expected
to file against him shortly.

Cosby also commented on Tam-
ara Green, a 57-year-old Califor-

Coshy

&k Sometimes you try to help
people and it backfires on
you and then they try to
take advantage of you.y¥
Bill Cosby

nia lawyer who said Cosby had
drugged and groped her more
than 30 years ago. She told her
story first to the Philadelphia
Daily News.

“My problem is with some
media and how it appeared that
Miss Green was allowed to be a
‘wrecking ball,’ ” he told the En-
quirer, admitting that her allega-
tions intensified the scand:

David Brokaw, Cosby’s publi-
cist, confirmed that Cosby’s inter-
view was legitimate.

Dolores Troiani and Bebe Kiv-
itz, the Canadian woman’s attor-
neys, issued a brief statement.

“We are pleased that after Mr.
Cosby’s camp initially character-
ized our client’s allegations as bi-
zarre and utterly proposterous,
he has acknowledged that it was
his conduct after all that formed
the basis for her allegations,”
they said.

Cosby’s decision to speak to the
supermarket tabloid, with which
he has had a contentious re-
lationship over the years,
was unusual for a number
of reasons. Five years ago,
he threatened a $250 mil-
lion lawsuit against the En-
quirer and demanded a re-
traction of a story that
claimed a then-20-year-old
actress had accused him of
sexual misconduct. Stuart
Zakim, a spokesman for the En-
quirer, declined to comment on
whether Cosby had filed suit or
whether the tabloid had retracted
its story.

Ray Charles tapes seized from engineer

BY GEOFF BOUCHER
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — A recording
engineer who worked for Ray
Charles for two decades and who
won four Grammys last month
for his work on the late singer’s

final album was arrested four
s later after police pried open
the door of his Burbank loft and
found 300 original master record-
ings that belonged to Charles.
Terry Howard, 48, was in custo-
dy Wednesday after his arrest
Feb. 17, but his attorney, Steve
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data

Crom, said they would post bail
Thursday.

Ajudge reduced it from $1 mil-
lion to $100,000 this week.

“These are recordings that he
contractually and logically had
every right fo have in his posses-
sion,” Crom said. A recording en-
gineer, he said, often works at
home.

Los Angeles Police Detective
Donald O. Hrycyk said the boxes
of recordings carted out of
Howard’s home — which consist-
ed of a bed, refrigerator and
other amenities in a commercial
property in a recording industry
district — were not digitally re-
corded discs brought home for
tinkering.

The detective said the stacks of
music included old reel-to-reel re-
cordings of Charles and other art-
ists whose work was stored in the
singer’s library.

“There were tapes that were
stored in  climate-controlled
rooms at Ray Charles Enterpris-
es, and they are so fragile that
they need to be heated to be
played or else they can be de-
stroyed,” Hrycyk said. “When we
got to them, some of them were
molding.”

Jerry Digney, Charles’ former
publicist and spokesman for his
estate, said in a statement: “What-
ever the outcome, Ray Charles
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cooling.

GSR#GS-01F-5505R
www.ibistek.com

tbuckner@ibistek.com

puts a high value on
its assets, especially its master
tapes, and will do its utmost to en-
sure their safety and proper han-
dling along with protecting other
irreplaceable valuables belong-
ing to the late entertainer and to
his estate.”

A source in the recording indus-
try said Howard was “a guy they
brought in when they needed
him, a guy they trusted.”

AP

Rachel Robinson, widow of baseball great Jackie Robinson, stands with
President Bush, left, and House Speaker Dennis Hastert, right, after
she received the Congressional Gold Medal on his behalf at the Capitol

'on Wednesday in Washington.

Baseball great gets
posthumous honor
from lawmakers

BY ERICA WERNER
The Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — More than a
half-century  after  breaking
sport’s color barrier, Jackie Rob-
inson was posthumously awarded
Congress’ highest honor, a Con-
gressional Gold Medal.

President Bush gave the medal
to Robinson’s widow, Rachel Rob-
inson, on Wednesday in a stately
ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda.
The Democratic and Republican
leaders of the House and Senate
and baseball com-
missioner  Bud
Selig looked on.

“His story is
one that shows
what one person
can do to hold
America_to ac-
count to its found-
ing promise of

freedom and
equality,” Bush
said. “It’s a lesson
for people coming
up to see.

“One  person
can make a big dif-

ference in setting
the tone of this

Robin-
son joined the
Brooklyn  Dodg-
ers in 1947, he
was  the st
black player on a
major  league
team. He died in
1972 and his No.
42 was retired throughout base-
ball in 1997.

“This medal confirms what we
know,” Rachel Robinson said.

“Jackie Robinson stands as a
heroic role model for all Ameri-
cans Who believe in justice and
equalif

Speakers extolled Robinson as
a courageous athlete who suf-
fered taunts and slurs frcm fan%
and fellow players, ignoring
as he proved both a bnlllanl ball-
player and a civil rights hero. The

=

Jackie ROBINSON

Jackie Robinson was No. 1 for
Topps in 1953. He was the
first black player on a major
league baseball team and was
elected to baseball’s Hall of
Fame in 1962.

latter role wasn’t one he sought
but it became inevitable after
Dodgers owner Branch Rickey
bucked much of popular opinion
and signed him.

“He knew he was a symbol and
a barrier-breaker, and that stay-
ing the course would have conse-
quences for millions of people to
come,” Rep. Mel Watt, D-N.C.,
chairman of the Congressional
Black Caucus, said.

Robinson stayed the course,
and excelled. He was rookie of
the year in 1947,
and was voted the
league’s Most
Valuable ~Player
in 1949 when he
batted .342 and
drove in 124 runs.
He played 10 sea-
sons with  the
Brooklyn Dodg-
ers, often at sec-
ond base.

He was elected
to baseball’s Hall
of Fame in 1962.

Speakers at
Wednesday’s cere-
mony  recalled
hedxing of Robin-
son’s exploits or
watching him play
in their youth,
proving once
again that whatev-
er ideological dif-
ferences  divide
them, America’s
pastime  rarely
fails to unite the
country’s political leaders.

Bush said he had hoped for a
Robinson baseball card as a kid,
even though he rooted for the Gi-
ants. House Speaker Dennis Hast-
ert, R-IIl, recalled going to a
Cubs game with his grandfather,
and being told the Dodgers were
playing and he would see history
being made.

Robinson is only the second
major league baseball player
ever to get the Congressional
Gold Medal — the first was Rob-
erto Clemente in 1973.
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the stigma

The shootings at Fort Bragg, N.C., in
early February are a reminder of the
four wives who were killed by their
husbands at Fort Bragg in 2002, three
of those four husbands having recent-
ly returned from Afghanistan.

Part of the Pentagon’s plan to pre-

P,
Per

vent domestic violence upon the re-
turn of divisions from Iraq and Afghan-
istan is to reduce the stigma of mental
health care for troops needing and
seeking it (“Overcoming stigma, deal-
ing with trauma,” article, Feb. 5).

Col. Thomas Burke, one of the Penta-
gon’s top psychologists, says, “There
is a perception among the troops that
seeking mental health care means

you're weak or a coward and frankly,
we in the military kind of foster that at-
titude.”

Certainly, Lt. Gen. James Mattis has
perpetuated that stigma when he told
agroup in San Diego recently that “it’s
quite fun to fight 'em, you know. It’s a
hell of a hoot. It’s fun to shoot some
people.”

If a three-star general has no com-
punction about expressing his cava-
lier attitude toward war in a public
forum, what are the chances subordi-
nates in need of mental health care
will seek it upon their return from a
war zone?

Our Pentagon appears to be func-
tioning at cross-purposes.

Michele Winter
Wiirzburg, Germany

Baumbholder holds heroes near, dear

BY CORA A. METZ

ecently, 1 visited Baumholder,

rmany, respectfully nick-

named “The Rock” and home of

the 1st Armored Division. On the

two-lane highway leading there, I noticed

an odd sign posted on the guardrail to my

right. The sign read, “Getting warmer.” Puz-

zled, I had no clue as to what those words

meant until I saw another sign a short dis-

tance ahead. In the middle of a field, a large

white cloth draped over a rolled bale of hay

read, “Welcome home, SSG Santiago.”

These two signs were only small indicators
of what lay ahead.

Approaching the gate, I admired more
homemade signs, particularly the patriotic
ones in red, white and blue paint, that wel-
comed home the battle-weary troops who
had recently returned from Irag. Once on
post, I marveled at sturdy trees standing at
attention, proudly boasting yellow ribbons
and bows fastened sporadically around
their trunks. Various-sized yellow bows as
far as my eyes could see were tacked to just
about every visible nook and cranny. Sever-
al fences and sides of buildings held more
hand-painted signs, which the troops could
not possibly have missed as they rolled in
that day. I was proud of that.

Wanting to do a little shopping, I stood in
along line leading to the ATM near the PX.
In line ahead of me stood two soldiers in
BDUs and three in civvies. I could tell the
ones in civvies were soldiers too as I unin-
tentionally overheard bits and pieces of
their conversations about being back home,
the things they had done or planned to do.
These young soldiers, looking barely out of
their teens, bore skin with deep tans as if
they had spent too much time lazing in the
sun on some beautiful tropical beach. How-
ever, Iraq was no day at anyone’s beach. I
felt sad about that.

As I neared the ATM, the post speakers
came to life with the familiar crisp bugle
notes, which signaled retreat to lower the
flag and end the duty day. Seemingly, a spe-
cial reverent hush fell over the area, proof

Dooneshury Flashbacks

that this traditional ceremony had taken on
a new meaning, especially fo these young
men. Those in line ahead of me snapped
around sharply to face the source of the
music. I turned too and a panoramic view of
the parking lot revealed even more patrio-
tism. Soldiers in either BDUs or desert cam-
mies readied themselves to pay their re-
spect to our flag.

On the road in front of the PX, a few cars
had stopped; their drivers had stepped out
onto the street ready to do the right thing to
the flag too. Nearby, I noticed a young tod-
dler of about 2 standing next to her dad in
uniform, proudly looking up at him and
probably wondering what she should do.
She connected her tiny fingers with his left
hand and stared straight ahead, just as her
dad did as he prepared to salute with his
right hand. That touched me.

As the bugle continued with the second
part and the color guard slowly lowered the
flag, everyone could see stood still,
some with a salute, others with their hands
over their hearts, honormg the flag as it de-
scended into the soldiers’ waiting hands.
When retreat ended, drivers stepped back
in their cars and awakened their engines to
continue their journeys. The soldiers and
others resumed their pace through the park-
ing lot to their intended destinations.

Finished with my shopping, I headed
home but, at the last minute, decided to ride
down the street near the theater to view
more of what welcﬂmed the soldiers on the
day they return

The fence surmundmg the track behind
the theater held even more signs: “We love
you, 1-6 INF”; “You are our heroes, 2-6
INF”; “Welcome home, 1-45,” and so on.
More yellow bows and ribbons on a
chain-link fence filled spaces between the

signs.
Near the fence stood a group of
fresh-faced young men with that unmistak-
able “Iraqi” tan. As I slowly drove by, I no-
ticed that they were laughing and lalkmg
among themselves. One quickly pt
peatedly and nervously on a clgaretle Oth.

IGNACIO nunLcAu,Counesy of the U.S. Army

Spc. Jesse D. Lenard, a member of the 1st
Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment, gets a
tearful welcome home from his family in
Baumbholder, Germany, in July.

ers punctuated their conversations with ani-
mated hand gestures and brotherly hugs.
Even from my car, I sensed their lingering
uneasiness, yet they seemed relieved to be
back on “The Rock.” I was happy for them
to0.

As I turned toward the traffic circle to
head off post, I saw a lone soldier jogging in
his gray and black PT uniform. As he ap-
proached the crosswalk ahead of me, I
stopped to let him pass so that he would not
break his stride. That is when it all came to-
gether for me. My heart filled with both
pride and sorrow.

I felt profoundly proud of these soldiers
who served so bravely and had returned
safely to enjoy this extremely well-deserved
heroes’ welcome home. A deep sadness
overwhelmed me as my thoughts turned to
the soldiers who never made it back.

With my heart full, I cried as I drove

way. So I say to each of you on the “The
Rock” and to all our soldiers who have re-
turned safely: I salute you for a superb job
extremely well done.
Army Sgt. Ist Class Cora A, Metz (retired)
is force protection officer and security manager
for General Support Center, Europe.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Initiative needs more than show of good faith

Chicago Tribune

s far back as his 2000 campaign,
President Bush made govern-
ment partnerships with religious
organizations a centerpiece of his

“compassionate conservative” approach to

social welfare programs.

The idea of faith-based initiatives has a
lot of appeal, as long as public funds aren’t
used for religious proselytizing. It is an op-
portunity to put work in the hands of local
people who know their communities best.

The White House Office of Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives boasts that hun-
dreds of millions of dollars are flowing to
religiously affiliated organizations that pro-
vide food banks, drug treatment, job train-
ing, homeless shelters, counseling centers,
after-school programs for children and
other services.

But some questions have been raised
about how the

gress balked at the president’s proposed

“charitable choice” tax incentive, which
would have provided a tax break for chari-
table contributions made by people who
don’t itemize their federal tax deductions.
That worthy idea might have unleashed bil-
lions of dollars in new donations to worthy
programs. “Republicans were indifferent
to the poor and the Democrats were aller-
gic to faith,” Kuo wrote. He blamed the
White House for failing to bring political
pressure to pass the tax measure. “From
tax cuts to Medicare, the White House gets
what the White House really wants,” he
wrote. “It never really wanted the ‘poor
people stuff.” ”

Kuo’s criticism echoes comments made
by John J. Dilulio Jr., who resigned in 2001
after only seven months as the first direc-
tor of the office of faith-based initiatives. A
year after his departure, Dilulio charged in
an mlervnew wnh Esquire that “Mayberry
n the White House put

really is to this. Two former top officials of
the office say the efforts have been far less
than promised.

David Kuo, who resigned as deputy di-
rector of the office in December 2003, says
that the administration reaped great politi-
cal benefits from a “minimal” commitment
to the faith-based agenda and provided no
more than “a whisper of what was prom-
ised” by Bush.

The administration promised to seek
$6.8 billion for the efforts in his first term,
but the programs have received only $500
million, Kuo said in an essay on Belief-
net.org, an independent Web site for dis-
cussion of religious issues.

That’s not entirely Bush’s fault. Con-

politics ahead of the office’s compassionate
conservative mission.

It seems that Bush did back away from
the “charitable choice” effort in 2001
taxcut legislation and enacted some

on his

vide federal support to religious organiza-
tions met considerable resistance in Con-
gress from the get-go. It remains, though,
and worthwhile idea. Per:

own. Lmle effort has been made to revive
the tax proposal. Funding for the office of
faith-based initiatives has been flat, Kuo
pointed out, while other domestic priorities
have been given increases.

Responding to Kuo’s comments, a White
House spokesman said that Bush remains
committed to push faith-based initiatives
in the second term.

Presidents have to make choices, and
there’s no doubt that Bush’s efforts to pro-

haps in a second term, the White House
can demonstrate some success in the early,
limited efforts of the office of faith-based
initiatives, to build more support in Con-
gress.

Thousands of local social service pro-
grams are getting a welcome federal boost
that they might otherwise not have re-
ceived.

Community-based programs, armed and
energized by their personal attachment to

their neighborhoods, tend to do a better
and more efficient job than government
does of understanding and meeting the
needs of the people they serve.

The president’s open and honest discus-
sion of faith, and his efforts to support
faith-based organizations, undoubtedly

i to a noti i
in his support from those who attend
church services regularly, including black
and Latino voters. He showed that it’s good
policy and good politics.

Faith-based programs should be given a
chance to show how much good work they
can do. Washington should try to help them
do it, instead of standing in the way.

With longer deployments,

BY JULES WITCOVER
Tribune Media Services

WASHINGTON

n documentary moviemaker Michael

Moore’s  controversial “Fahrenheit

9/11” last year, one of the most telling

scenes showed Marine Corps recruit-

ers trying to persuade unemployed young

men in Moore’s hometown of Flint, Mich., to
sign up, with little success.

Just the other night, on the BBC World
nightly television newscast, the scene was re-
peated by National Guard recruiters seeking
to get young African-American men in Ala-
bama to do the same, with similar results.
One of the young men said flat-out that he
wanted no part of an enlistment that might
put him in Iraq to get shot at and maybe
killed.

It’'s a common reaction these days, as mili-
tary recruiters are hard-pressed to find
youths willing to sign on the dotted line,
even with the enticement of bonuses that
run as high as $15,000 for new recruits and
$35,000 for re-enlistment of combat veter-
ans of Iraq and Afghanistan.

The Marines have been particularly hard
hit, having failed to miss their monthly re-
cruiting quota for the first time in nearly 10
years.

One reason may be, as reported in The
New York Times, that the Marine Corps,
which constitutes 21 percent of the 150,000
American forces in Iraq, has sustained 31
percent of the U.S. fatalities, as of last Fri-
day standing at 1,480.

The Marines are also suffering a higher
rate of suicides — a 29 percent increase last
year, according to the Marine Corps com-
mandant, Gen. Michael W. Hagee. All of the
31 Marine suicides were committed by en-
listed men, most of then not older than 25,
and another 83 attempted suicide, accordmg
to The Washington Post.

Hagee indicated at a breakfast meeting
with reporters the other day that while most
of the suicides were not by Marines who had
served in Iraq, the related stresses of deploy-
ments resulting from manpower demands of
the war and other U.S. global obligations
had taken their toll.

The Marine recruiting experience is
being duplicated by the Army and National
Guard units in the States, which have also
seen a sharp drop-off in recruitment. The
Army, which last year had more than 5,200
recruiters seeking enlistees, has added 800
‘more to drum up new soldiers.

Another major factor in the difficulty of
keeping the volunteer Army and particular-
ly the National Guard up to strength has
been the uncertainty of tours of duty, as
shortages of certain skilled soldiers and in-
terests of maintaining unit cohesion have

military path a harder sell

produced extensions of service and in over-
seas assignments.

The disruptions of family life among Na-
tional Guardsmen who did not anticipate
long overseas separations, let alone facing
combat, have generated much apprehension
and complaining among family members
left behind, as well as from the soldiers them-
selves.

Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, chief of the Na-
tional Guard Bureau, told the House Armed
Services Committee last month that the
Guard was “woefully underequipped before
the war started” and is supplying more than
40 percent of the combat forces in Iraq. Re-
cruitment had fallen to 30 percent of its
goals, requiring a large boost in bonuses.

As a result of the manpower demands of
the Iraq war, the Guard has moved a great
distance from its former role as a home-de-
fense force often called out to deal with do-

mestic disasters from floods to earthquakes
and only occasional tasks of coping with
street unrest and demonstrations.

During the Vietnam War, the Guard had
few enlistment problems, as young Ameri-
cans facing the draft vied for available slots
as a haven against possible service under
fire in Southeast Asia. That clearly is not the
case today, when chances of overseas de-
ployment are high and extensions of tours,
labeled by critics as a “backdoor draft,”
have made recruitment a major Pentagon
headache.

As the American engagement in Iraq ap-
proaches its third year in three weeks, with

rom
aboul when it will end, me U S. armed forces
are in an uncommon state of disarray.

And those determined military fishers of
men dispatched to the nation’s work-
ing-class neighborhoods are finding it ever
harder to bring in an adequate catch.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Trial begins for pedophilia rmg in France

BY VERENA VON DERSCHAU
The Associated Press

ANGERS, France — Sixty-six
people were accused of participat-
ing in a pedophilia ring in which
children and babies were prosti-
tuted for food and small sums of
money Thursday as one of
France’s biggest trials got under
way.

Prosecutors contend that doz-
ens of children — ages 6 months
to 14 years — were raped by their
parents or offered to other adults
for sex from 1999 to 2002.

Some of the 45 victims, who are
now in the care of social services,
were expected to testify by
closed-circuit television. The chil-
dren will not appear in court.

Authorities were offering psy-
chological counseling to the ju-
rors and six judges to help them

cope with sordid testimony of
child abuse and gang rape expect-
ed during the about four-month
trial, to be held in a specially built
courtroom in Angers.

Many of the defendants are
from low-income households in
the working class Saint-Leonard
neighborhood of Angers, and
some were themselves reportedly
abused as children.

Three couples at the center of
the prostitution ring lured their
children and those of their rela-
tives “to play doctor” with the
adults, the newspaper Le Monde
reported. One young girl was al-
legedly raped 45 times.

Defense lawyers planned to
argue that government social
workers, who were monitoring
many of the suspects, failed in
their responsibilities or turned a
blind eye to signs of abuse. Some

of the defendants cited in the
420-page legal filing are illiterate
and don’t fully understand the
charges against them, lawyers

Thmy nine people face up to
30 years in prison if convicted of
raping minors under age 15 and
on prostitution charges. Other sus-
pects face up 10 years behind
bars if convicted of sexual vio-
lence against minors and failure
to denounce crimes.

“To my knowledge, we've
never seen a criminal case of this
magnitude in France,” said Pas-
cal Rouiller, a defense lawyer for
five suspects. Others thought to
have participated in the ring
while hiding their identities be-
hind masks are believed to still be
at large.

“The children speak of one tat-
tooed woman who is not in the de-
fendants’ dock,” Rouiller said.

An unide
courthouse in
went on trial for allegedly prost
in one of the big

AP

ied defendant, right, is brought by a police officer to the
Angers, western France, on Thursday, where 66 people
ing children for food and money. It is
est criminal trials ever in France.

Anti-Syrian
sentiment
on the rise

BY BASSEM MROUE
The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian
taxi driver Mohammed Toja has
been ferrying passengers be-
tween Beirut and Damascus for
12 years. But he is reconsidering
working here amid the soaring
anti-Syrian sentiment that’s fol-
lowed last month’s assassination
of Lebanon’s former prime minis-
ter.

Two days after a massive bomb
killed Rafik Hariri and 17 others
in Beirut, Toja’s Dodge — its
bright yellow color marking it as
a Syrian taxi — was damaged
when people on an overpass
dropped a motorcycle battery
onto it.

And during a recent breakfast,
angry young men warned him to
leave the neighborhood or his car
would be attacked again.

“If things continue this way, I
probably will stop coming to Leb-
anon,” said the 38-year-old, stand-
ing with fellow Syrian drivers
near Charles Helou Station,
Beirut’s main stop for taxis driv-
ing between Lebanon, Syria and
Jordan.

Toja is like hundreds of thou-
sands of Syrian workers — main-
ly farmers and construction work-
ers — lured to Lebanon by the
promise of higher pay. But their
numbers have noticeably dwin-
dled since some have become tar-
gets after Hariri’s death, which
many Lebanese blame on Syria
and their own country’s pro-Dam-
ascus authorities.

Despite official Syrian and Leb-
anese denials, anti-Syrian senti-
ment has reached fever pitch
throughout this country. Massive
anti-Syrian  protests  brought
down Lebanon’s pro-Damsacus
government and calls are intensi-
fying for the withdrawal of Syr-
ia’s 15,000 troops based here.

A

Militant Muslim cleric Abu Bakar Bashir waves from inside a detention truck as he leaves court after his trial

in Jakarta, Indone:

on Thursday. The court sentenced Bashir to 30 months in prison for conspiracy in the

ia,
2002 Bali bombings, but cleared him of three more serious charges, including ordering the attack.

Cleric gets 2% years in Bali bombings

BY CHRIS BRUMMITT
The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia— The al-
leged leader of a militant Islamic
group was sentenced Thursday to
215 years in prison for conspiracy
in the 2002 Bali nightclub bomb-
ings that killed 202 people but
was cleared of more serious
charges. The United States and
Australia criticized the sentence.

A five-judge panel cleared Abu
Bakar Bashir of allegations that
as head of the al-Qaida-linked Je-
maah Islamiyah group he
planned the 2003 suicide bomb-
ing of the J.W. Marriott hotel in
Jakarta that killed 12 people and
that he incited his followers to
launch terrorist attacks.

The 66-year-old preacher could
be released from prison by late
2006 with time already served in
prison taken into account.

Bashir had faced a maximum
penalty of death over the Marri-
ott charge, but most analysts had
predicted his punishment would

be far less — partly due to a weak
case by prosecutors. During the
five-month trial, only one witness
directly testified that Bashir head-
ed Jemaah Islamiyah, the group
blamed in both attacks.

&k ’m being
oppressed by
people from
abroad and at
home. ¥

Abu Bakar Bashir
after being sentenced

“I'm being oppressed by people
from abroad and at home,” Bash-
ir said after the verdict, surround-
ed by hundreds of cheering sup-
porters. “They consider Islamic
law to be a shackle and are slaves
to immoral behavior. Allah, open
their hearts or destroy them.”
“Smash America and its lack-

eys,” shouted one supporter.

Both sides said they would con-
sider appealing the verdict, with
Bashir’s lawyers calling the sen-
tence politically motivated. Bash-
ir and his supporters have repeat-
edly claimed that Jakarta was
under pressure from the United
States to find him guilty.

The United States and Austra-
lia, which lost seven and 88 citi-
zens respectively in the attack on
Bali tourist nightclubs, consider
Bashir the spiritual leader of Je-
maah Islamiyah and were hoping
for a lengthy prison term to deter
terrorism in the world’s most pop-
ulous Muslim nation.

“We respect the independence
and judgment of the Indonesian
courts,” U.S. Embassy spokes-
man Max Kwak said. “But given
the gravity of the charges on
which he was convicted, we are
dlsappomted at the length of the
sentence.”

“We’d have liked a longer sel
tence,” Australian Foreign Mini
ter Alexander Downer said.

Tons of hashish found

THESSALONIKI, Greece —
Police seized 4.5 metric tons of
hashish after raiding a ware-
house in this northern port city,
authorities said Thursday.

Three men from Bulgaria were
arrested during the raid late
Wednesday by police and Fi-
nance Ministry fraud officers at
the warehouse in the outskirts of
Thessaloniki.

U.N. urges nuke talks

VIENNA, Austria — The U.N.
atomic watchdog agency urged
North Korea on Thursday to re-
turn to six-party negotiations
over its nuclear program — and
to let the agency return to moni-
toring its atomic activities.

The threat represented by
North Korea is “a serious chal-
lenge ... to peace and stability in
Northeast Asia,” and to attempts
to control the global spread of nu-
clear weapons, the board of the
35-nation International Atomic
Energy Agency said in a state-
‘ment Thursday.

In a separate attempt to defuse
the North Korean threat, top U.S.
and Chinese officials agreed
Thursday in Seoul on tactics
‘meant to lure Pyongyang back to
‘multiparty talks on nuclear disar-
mament.

Abortion amendment

UNITED NATIONS — The
United States hinted strongly that
it will drop controversial amend-
ments regarding abortion from
the final declaration of a
high-level UN. meeting to ad-
vance the fight for women’s equal-
ity.

The U.S. government has come
under intense pressure from the
European Union and some coun-
tries over its demand to add lan-
guage to the declaration stating
that the landmark platform adopt-
ed 10 years ago at the U.N. wom-
en’s conference in Beijing does
not create a “right to abortion.”

From The Associated Press
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Bizarre goat trade

MOUNT PLEASANT
— Four men stole,
killed and butchered a goat

so they could trade its meat
for crack cocaine, police
said.

Authorities charged the
four men with theft, re-
ceiving stolen property,
cruelty to animals, and \
criminal conspiracy on
Tuesday for the Dec. ..

24 incident in Bull-
skin Township, about 35 miles
southeast of Pittsburgh.

James Walter Albright, 37,
dragged the 4-year-old pygmy goat
from its pen with a rope and tied
the animal to a shrub, where he
and Charles W. Smith Jr., 20, killed
the animal by beating its head with
a hammer or a steel pipe, police
said.

The men then took the goat to
Smith’s residence, where his fa-
ther, Charles W. Smith, 48, and Gil-
bert Wesley Fisch, 38, skinned the
animal and cut it up, police said.

8 years for fatal crash

HONOLULU — A highway

racer who caused a fatal traf-
fic accident was sentenced in Cir-
cuit Court to eight years in prison.

Nicholas Tudisco, 21, pleaded no
contest in November to manslaugh-
ter for the death of Elizabeth
Kekoa, 58, a teacher at Holy Trini-
ty School.

Tudisco had admitted he was
going more than 100 miles per
hour on the H-1 freeway in August
2001 when his car crashed into
Kekoa’s van.

Kekoa’s husband, Wally, who
was driving the van, and her moth-
er, Rose Davis, were also injured
in the crash. Tudisco was not hurt.

Home had border tunnel

SAN DIEGO — U.S. and

Mexican authorities investi-
gating a cross-border tunnel found
the entrance in a middle-class resi-
dence in Mexicali, Mexico, and be-
lieve the passage ends about 100
yards north in a residential area of
Calexico.

It was the third tunnel discov-
ered in the area in 15 months. Au-
thorities suspect the tunnel was
used to ferry drugs across the bor-

der.

The 3-by-5-foot passage, which
started in a back bedroom of the
Mexicali home, is equipped with
ventilation and lighting systems,
and lined with wood beams for sup-
port. Outside the entrance, a
closed-circuit camera system pro-
vided security, Mexican authori-
ties said.

The residence was found aban-
doned, and no arrests have been
made.

Limits on beach surreys

VIRGINIA BEACH — The

city is considering limits on
the gawky, pedel-powered surreys
that tourists ply along the resort’s
beach front.

The four-wheel tourist-mobiles
have grown from 10 in 1998 to
more than 170 today. There are
about 28 rental establishments in
the resort. City officials want to
limit the number of surreys to five
per operator, for a total of 140, and
charge a $100 annual fee for each

surrey.
For police, it’s a matter of public

safety.

Loaded with four to six adults,

surreys can easily top 1,000

pounds. “They can get a lot of mo-

ROUNDUP

mentum,” said police Capt. Dennis
Free, who was smacked by a sur-
rey on his rounds last summer.

“We’re seeing enough minor inci-
dents that we want to get some in-
tervention before something major
happens.”

Toddler missing in river

EAGLE PASS — Authori-

ties on both sides of the bor-
der were trying to find a
20-month-old boy who fell into the
Rio Grande while being carried
across the river from Mexico.

The toddler and his mother were
part of a group of six undocument-
ed immigrants crossing the river
near Eagle Pass. Border Patrol
agents heard the woman’s cries.

“Her 1Yryear-old boy had
slipped into the current as they
crossed. Someone was carrying
him, and the current was too
much. He lost his grip on the
child,” said Dennis Smith, a Bor-
der Patrol spokesman.

U.S. agents have been searching
by ground and air, along with Mexi-
can emergency crews.

Pharmicist’s refusal

MADISON — A Roman

Catholic pharmacist who
blocked a woman’s attempt to fill a
prescription for birth control pills
should be reprimanded and re-
quired to attend ethics classes, a
Jjudge ruled.

Administrative Law Judge Col-
leen Baird recommended the pun-
ishment for Neil Noesen of St.
Paul, Minn., who said it would be a
sin under his religion to provide a

the woman'’s prescrip-
tion himself or trans-
fer it to another phar-
macy.

Noesen’s  attorney,
Krystal ~ Williams-Oby,
said Wisconsin law does
not address the issue, nor
do state rules established
by the Pharmacy Examin-

ing Board.

Baird noted that state rules
prohibit pharmacists from en-
gaging in practices that could
be a “danger to the health,
welfare or safety of a patient or
public.” Baird found Noesen put
the woman at risk of an unwanted
pregnancy through his actions.

The judge’s recommendation
goes to the pharmacy board.

Settlement in mice suit

BALTIMORE — An Indi-

ana company has agreed
to pay $7.2 million to settle allega-
tions it supplied researchers on
aging with genetically modified
mice that did not have the traits
promised.

Federal prosecutors said Tues-
day that Harlan, Sprague, Dawley
Inc. of Indianapolis supplied the
mice under contract to the Nation-
al Institute of Aging, based in Be-
thesda, Md.

The exact nature of the research
and the specific traits that the labo-
ratory mice were supposed to have
were not disclosed.

Sign-wearing sentence

ORLANDO — If drivers
can't read Erik Rivera’s
sign, they might be going too fast.

Rivera used to speed and street
race on late nights through south
Orange County. Now he goes at a
slower pace, wearing a sign:
“Don’t Street Race. I Lost my Driv-
ers License for 3 Years.”

Orange Circuit Judge John H.
Adams Sr. ordered 24-year-old Riv-
era, of Kissimmee, to wear the
sandwich-board sign as a deter-
rent to other racers.

Rivera was arrested in June and
convicted in November of fleeing
and eluding deputies and resisting
law enforcement without violence.

Rivera will wear  the
2-foot-by-3-foot sign for 50 consec-
utive Sundays from 1 am. to 2
am., when other young people are
out racing. He must also pay for
the sign and attend a special driv-

pee faces charges

LEWISTON — A

contraceptive. ing school.
He refused in July 2002 to fill
.
[+ A =
R 4

Heels over head
Patrick Dabrowski, 6, falls out of
his sled while enjoying a snow day
from school in Bristol, Conn.

17-year-old escapee from
the Long Creek Youth Develop-
ment Center faces a charge of at-
tempted murder in the weekend
shooting of a Lewiston man
through the window of his
first-floor apartment, police said.

The shooting victim, Tyler
Morin, 19, was listed in stable con-
dition at Central Maine Medical
Center, where he was being treat-
ed for gunshot wounds to the chest
and shoulder.

Twenty minutes after Morin di-
aled 911 early Sunday to report the
shooting, a Sagadahoc County sher-
iff's deputy spotted the suspect in a
vehicle in Topsham and pulled it
over. The youth fled into a wooded
area, said Lewiston Police Sgt.
Michael McGonagle.

McGonagle said the boy was
eventually returned to the South
Portland youth center, from which
he had escaped Oct. 30. In addition
to attempted murder, he faces

s of burglary of a motor ve-
hicle, eluding police and escape.

.

Bubba, left, a 23-pound lobster pulled
from the waters off Nantucket, Mass.,
is shown next to an average lobster (1.5 pounds) at Wholey's Fish Market

Wicked big lobster

in Pittsburgh. The big crustacean, probably 30 to 50 years old, was to
get a landlocked home, but he died in Pittsburgh Zoo’s quarantine area.
The cause of death was probably stress from the move, officials said.

Buming brlghﬂy three miles away. An assisted-living facil

ty under was by the fire. Two were
severely damaged. Fire Marshal Frank Odermann said it will be quite a
‘while before they can determine what caused the blaze.

Ben Gregory, 12, hops
through some tricks on a
pogo stick to impress his friends after school in Granite City, Ill.

Leapin’ lizards! He’s good!
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(Giant tortoise rescued

Wyoming Game and Fish Department i i Bill
Turner takes photos and measurements of a giant tortoise east of
Cheyenne, Wyo. The reptile, an unlikely visitor to Wyoming, was found near a road by Terri Smith, who was
walking her dog. Smith’s husband, Ken Smith, brought the tortoise back to their home until Game and Fish
could examine it. They told the Smiths it probably was a desert tortoise, native to the Southwest.

Fatal, in Brookline, Mass.

Dressed for the weather

pretty sulky about wearing a raincoat while walking with his owner, Fatima  Daniel Craft, launch his stunt kite on
Kite

A dog named Tyson of
Brookline, Mass., looks

No pay, no homework

BERKELEY — Students in

the Berkeley school district
aren’t getting written homework
assignments because teachers are
refusing to grade work on their
own time after two years without a
pay raise.

“Teachers do a lot with a little.
All of a sudden, a lot of things that
they do are just gone. It's demoral-
izing,” said Rachel Baker, who has
ason in kindergarten.

The action was organized by the
Berkeley Federation of Teachers,
which wants a cost-of-living in-
crease next year.

District Superintendent Michele
Lawrence expressed sympathy for
the teachers but said there isn’t
money for raises. She blamed Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger not pro-
viding as much money to educa-
tion as promised.

Chicken fights busted up

CLARKESVILLE — Au-
thorities arrested 33 people
after busting a chicken fight.

e ALISS
Sending it soaring

Kersh Peterson, a sophomore at
Clemson University, takes a break
from studies to help his friend,

Clemson, S.C.

Think he’s confused?

An American robin feeds on berries in a tree near Ann Arbor,

on a snowy day. Traditionally, robins are the harbingers of spring,
but Wednesday's forecast calls for scattered snow showers.

The F County sheriff’s
office received an anonymous tip
about the fight, and as officers ar-
rived about 100 people fled the
venue, described by Sheriff DeRay
Fincher as a “a full-fledged opera-
tion,” where bleachers were set up
and organizers were charging ad-
mission.

The Department of Agriculture
and the Department of Natural Re-
sources took custody of the chick-
ens after no one stepped forward
to claim the live animals, which
had to be separated to prevent
them from fighting.

Hypnotist accused

CcT MILFORD — A British hyp-
notist charged with having
sex with patients under his spell
and secretly videotaping the en-
counters was sentenced Monday to
90 days in prison and faces possi-
ble deportation to England.
Michael Johnstone, 64, had
pleaded no contest to reckless en-
dangerment and breach of peace.
As part of a plea deal, he received
three years in prison with all but
90 days suspended. He will not
have to register as a sex offender
or attend sex therapy.
ities said Johnstone con-

leased after posting $5,000 bail
each.

Search for arsonist

WASHINGTON — Investi-

gators on Tuesday upped
the ante in their search for a serial
arsonist.

They nearly tripled the reward
— from $35,000 to $100,000 — for
information leading to an arrest
and conviction of the person be-
hind more than 40 fires.

The arsons began March 8, 2003,
in the District of Columbia.

Since then, there have also been
cases in Prince George’s and Mont-
gomery counties in Maryland, and
Fairfax County and the city of Alex-
andria in Virginia. The most re-
cent was Dec. 10 in Northeast
‘Washington.

Forty-five fires and one attempt-
ed arson are linked to the suspect.
A Northeast Washington fire on
June S, 2003 — one of two that day
— killed an elderly woman.

Taser sparks criticism

AURORA — Police found

themselves in the
crosshairs of public criticism after
officers used a Taser stun gun to
subdue a man accused of pilfering
from a salad bar at a Chuck E.
Cheese’s pizzeria packed with fam-
ilies and young children.

“They beat this man in front of
all these kids, then Tased him in
my sister’s lap,” said witness Feli-
cia Mayo, who was at the establish-
ment with her 7-year-old son.
“They had no regard for the effect
this would have on the kids. This is
Chuck E. Cheese, you know.”

Police responded to Chuck E.
Cheese’s after a manager com-
plained that a patron had refused
to show proof that he had paid for
food.

Church, school vandalism

DAVIS — Swastikas, racist

graffiti and satanic messag-
es were spray-painted on two
schools and a church, stunning
members of this liberal college
town and sparking a multiagency
hate-crimes investigation.

“I'm just so sickened by what’s
happened,” said Mayor Ruth
Asmundson.
occurred less

fessed to having sex and videotap-
ing the trysts with a half-dozen pa-
tients who came to him for anxiety
treatment. The incidents allegedly
occurred between 2000 and 2003.

Prosecutors said immigration of-
ficials are investigating and may
detain Johnstone after his sen-
tence.

Beating by cops alleged
MILWAUKEE — Three po-
lice officers were charged

in the beating of a man outside a

house party in what witnesses

have called a racially motivated at-
tack.

Witnesses said about 10 people
surrounded Frank Jude Jr., beat
him and kicked him in the head
while holding his arms behind his
back when he was face down in the
street.

According to claims filed against
the city by Jude and others, the
white officers — Jon Bartlett,
Daniel L. Masarik and Andrew R.
Spengler — used racial slurs as
they attacked Jude, who is black.

The three officers, who all re-
main suspended with pay, were re-

The

than two years after the city and its
school district held a series of emo-
tional public meetings concerning
hate crimes committed by a few of
the city’s youths. At the meetings,
dozens of students and local resi-
dents described acts of bigotry and
racism in the community that they
believed were being ignored by
local officials.

Dolphin release

PORT ST. LUCIE — Bash-

ful, Sleepy and Sneezy —
three of the 37 rough-toothed dol-
phins that beached themselves on
the Florida coast in August — are
heading home.

Officials with Mote Marine Labo-
ratory, where the three dolphins
survived hurricanes and the
deaths of four pod mates, plan to re-
lease the deep-sea animals in the
Atlantic Ocean.

The release is the culmination of
efforts by scores of veterinarians
and volunteers who fought to keep
the stranded dolphins alive after
they were found in the surf just
south of the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant.

Stories and photos from wire services



PAGE 18

+ STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

FACES

Friday, March 4, 2005

Designer gives birth

Designer Stella McCartney and her hus-
band have named their infant son.

Miller _Alasdhair
James  Willis was
born Friday in Lon-
don, weighing 7
pounds, 7 ounces, to
McCartney, the daugh-
ter of Paul McCart-
ney, and her husband,
Alasdhair Willis, Peo-

ple magazine  said
Tuesday.
Willis, a former

magazine  publisher,
and McCartney, 33,

|
McCartney

were married in August 2003. It is the cou-
ple’s first child.

Stamos marriage is over

The marriage between Rebecca Romijn
and John Stamos is officially over.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Har-
vey A. Silberman signed off on the family
law judgment Thursday, nearly a year
after the couple announced they were sepa-

rating after five years of marriage.

The marriage was officially terminated
as of Tuesday, according to the document.
The couple have no children.

Romijn, 32, is filming “Man About
Town” with Ben Affleck. Her screen cred-
its include “Rollerball” and “Femme Fa-
tale.” Stamos, 41, starred on television’s
“Full House” from 1987 to 1995. He has a
new ABC comedy, “Jake in Progress.”

Berry stalker faces court

A judge in Santa Monica, Calif,, issued a
three-year restraining order against a man
who allegedly sent threatening letters to
Halle Berry’s home.

Superior Court Judge Linda K. Lefkow-
itz ruled that Robert Sawyer of San Pablo,
about 15 miles northeast of San Francisco,
was to stay 100 yards away from Berry and
to keep the same distance from her home,
work and vehicle.

The order, which expires in 2008, also
prohibits him from contacting the actress
by phone, mail or e-mail.

Berry wasn’t in court Monday when the
judge made her decision.

Court records filed on Berry’s behalf ear-

lier this month claim Sawyer’s letters talk
about “delusions he has about a purported
romantic relationship [with the actress].”

Sawyer was contacted by Berry’s person-
al security in November advising him not
to reach the actress anymore. But Sawyer
sent more letters to Berry, including one
that said he would visit her on Valentine’s
Day “to fulfill his delusions of a romantic
relationship.”

Chaka Khan’s son charged

The son of R&B singer Chaka Khan sur-
rendered to police after he learned that
prosecutors had charged him with murder
in the shooting death of a 17-year-old boy,
police said.

Damien Patrick Holland, 25, surren-
dered Monday with his lawyers at his side,
according to a printed LAPD statement.
He is being held on $2 million bail.

Prosecutors allege that Holland shot
Christopher Baily of Los Angeles at a Sep-
tember 2004 party as the two struggled for
a gun during a fight.

Khan, 51, is known for hits such as “Tell
Me Something Good” and “I Feel for You.”

More money from ‘Rings’

Peter Jackson’s production company
sued New Line Cinema on claims it has
been shortchanged on profits from the first
film in the “Lord of
the Rings” trilogy.

Wingnut Films alleg-
es in a federal lawsuit
filed Monday in Los
Angeles that New Line
and subsidiary Katja
Motion Pictures failed
to properly calculate
revenue, including rev-
enue from DVD sales,
from 2001’s “The Lord
of the Rings: The Fel-
lowship of the Ring.”

The lawsuit doesn’t
specific an amount sought in damages but
claims the movie grossed more than $314
million in box office receipts in the United
States and more than $556 million over-
seas, plus revenue from video and mer-
chandise sales.

phone call to a New Line spokesman,

wasn't immediately returned late Monday.
Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Jackson

BY DAN DELUCA
Knight Ridder Newspapers

PHILADELPHIA

irah Yom Tov Zeit-
Iyn is picking at her
I \/ I granola,  talking
about what it was

like when she started writing
songs, and what it’s like now.
“You know how little kids,
when you watch them, they pick
their noses and do amazing
drawings and take off their
clothes and pee in their pants
and nothmg is really that big of a

de: are “like amazing com-
plete beings within themselves.
But at some point you start to go:
‘Oh, you're watching me! Maybe
1 should stand like this? Or
maybe I should do this?” You
start to think about it. And it’s
awful.”

The indie singer-songwriter,
who performs as Mirah (pro-
nounced MEER-ah), grew up
here. On a recent Saturday, back
home from Portland, Ore., where
she lives, Mirah sat for an inter-
view along with her sister, Emily.

Mirah, 30, began writing
songs when she was studying at
liberal-arts haven Evergreen
State College in Olympia, Wash.,
the town that’s home to influen-
tial label K Records, which has
put out albums by Sleater-Kin-
ney, Beck, and Beat Happening.

Her first album, the low-fi
“You Think It's Like This, But
Really It’s Like This,” came out
on K in 2000, and it was followed
by the stunning “Advisory Com-
mittee” in 2001, “Songs From
the Black Mountain Music
Project” (a collaboration with
Ginger Brooks Takahashi), and
last year's quietly ~stirring
“C’'mon acle.

In 2004, she also released “To
All We Stretch the Open Arm,” a
subtle antiwar record, recorded
with Portland’s Black Cat Or-
chestra, that mixed originals

and Argentinian folk songs with
covers of Bob Dylan, Leonard
Cohen and Kurt Weill.

She commands a cult audi-
ence in this country and abroad.
Her songs set her apart from the
guitar-strumming pack with tell-
ing details in the music and lyr-
ics that can bring the listener up
short, such as on the sexually
frank “Murphy Bed” on “You
Think,” or the near-orchestral
epic “Cold, Cold Water,” which
opened “Advisory Committee”
with a flourish.

She sings in a girlish voice
that seems utterly guileless, but
she says maintaining that child-
like quality, and not letting cre-
ativity be undermined by
self-consciousness, is not as
easy as it may sound.

“I think I actually got into
making music because it was
immediately gratifying,”
says. “When I first started Wnt-
ing songs, I couldn’t even
play the guitar. I could
play, like, one string.
I wasn't very con-
scious of what T
was doing or
what was
happen-

ing. I was just making music ..

“But the skills you need lo
write songs and play music don’t
have anything to do with having
a music-theory background or
having played since you were a
kid. It’s just not important. You
can just start doing it.”

The Zeitlyns grew up in an en-
vironment conducive to creativi-

ty.
Their mother, Elizabeth, is a
painter, and father Jay, “has re-

Mirah’s instant gratification

Singer-songwriter won't let business interfere with creativity

two months at her brother Dy-
lan’s farm, north of Scranton,
Pa., harvesting maple syrup.

ally eclectic musi- Phil Elvrum, of
cl taste” says g e ] first e band the B
andemerang  Started writing  Sue NI
s or it e SO1GS, 1 couldn’t et e
fne "Simone  COONPlay S e ol

ne
record _when I
was 17, which
my

e,

the family lived in a commune
in West Virginia, and the alter-
native lifestyle rubbed off on
the children: Mirah, whose
middle name means good
day or holiday in Hebrew,
went on a peace march in Rus-
sia when she was 12, and spent
her junior year at Evergreen
building houses in Nor-
way and learning to
Norwe-
glan Every
winter, she

works

the guitar.y¥

Singer-songwriter

nary instrumen-
tal touches, from
ukuleles to pump
organs to tape
loops.

He’s enamored of her “power-
fully beautiful voice” but says
she’s also “very good at letting
me into her songs. ... She’s gener-
ous with her personal ‘work,” but
also sturdy enough to have it still
be unquestionably hers when
it’s done.”

Mirah says she has never had
an overarching plan for her ca-
reer, which as she gets older
“has me a little concerned. But
one of the reasons that I don’t
have a plan [now] is that I didn’t
[originally], and things are fine.
But at the same time, I think
maybe things would be better if
1 did have a plan.”

Mirah, who manages herself,
also worries about the distrac-
tions of the music business get-
ting in the way of her creativity.
To that end, she puts herself in

situations that force her to
stretch herself creatively.

In 2003, she traveled to Bue-
nos Aires, where she recorded
two songs with Kasson that
wound up on “C’mon Miracle,”
and later this year she plans to re-
treat to a Puget Sound island
with Elvrum to write and record.

“The business aspect is very
distracting; the state of mind
have to be in is counterproduc-
tive to being a creative artist,”
Mirah says. “It makes me have
to think about myself. And I
want to be able to do things.”

Mirah
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Environmentalist is given
2 possibilities in minivans

Dear Tom and Ray:

I am an environmentalist who somehow went
and had three kids — one 6-year-old and a pair of
2-year-old twins. My husband wants us to get a van
or — heaven forbid! — a sport utility vehicle, but I
am trying very hard to hold out until a hybrid ver-
sion is available OR the govern-
ment changes its fuel-economy
standards so that these larger

Click and Clack

that handle best, ride best and have the best reputa-
tion for reliability. Those would be the Honda Odys-
sey and the Toyota Sienna. We'd actually give the
edge to the Honda, since it feels more maneuver-
able to us (even though the two vans are almost the
exact same size).

TOM: And the Honda now
comes with “cylinder deactiva-
tion” With that tech-

wvehicles will have to do signifi-
cantly better than 19 miles per
gallon. Meanwhile, our Volvo station wagon is pret-
ty much bursting at the seams. Can you suggest
ANY environmentally friendly options for my fami-
Iy and me? My husband says he will welcome your
opinion! — Kathryn

TOM: That’s a tough one, Kathryn. With three lit-
tle kids, all their stuff and a bursting Volvo, you cer-
tainly qualify for a bigger vehicle.

RAY: Or you have to convince one kid to run away
and join the circus.

TOM: I would definitely not get an SUV, because
it offers no advantages over a minivan (except, per-
haps, styling), and lots of disadvantages. Those dis-
advantages include fuel economy, ease of entry and
exit, ride, handling, safety and the rotten tomatoes
being thrown at you by members of the Sierra Club.

RAY: But even minivans, these days, are getting
larger and more powerful, thanks to the industry’s
(and, to be fair, I suppose, its customers’) obsession
with power over fuel economy. The leading mini-
vans all get in the neighborhood of 18-20 mpg in the
city, and 24-27 mpg on the highway. That’s certainly
better than the big SUVs, but it's not as good as it
could be, given the technological advances of the
past 20 years.

TOM: And hybrid minivans are certainly coming
at some point. But they’re not here yet.

RAY: So, given that all the major minivans offer
similar gas mileage, we’d steer you toward the ones

WEDNESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

Tom and Ray Magliozzi

nology, the Odyssey uses all six
cylinders when _accelerating,
but shuts off three of the cylinders when you’re just
cruising and don’t need so much power.

RAY: That feature boosts the Odyssey’s fuel econ-
omy to 20 mpg city and 28 mpg highway, which puts
it at the high end of the minivan spectrum. That
should be enough to allow you to keep your tree-hug-
ger card for another few years. Good luck, Kathryn.

Dear Tom and ]

I read a column in the newspaper the other day
by that notorious cheapskate Andy Rooney. He has
a car that requires gasoline with 91 octane (as do I).
He and I have both found that you cannot always
find 91 octane at the pumps. When that happens, 1
use 93 and just pay the piper. But the el-cheapo
Rooney just puts in five gallons of 89 and five gal-
lons of 93 and calls the mixture 91! Can this be? Is
this the way octane works? — Stan

RAY: It sure does work that way.

TOM: In fact, that's how the pump does it. Most
gas stations have only two underground gasoline
tanks: one for the lowest octane, and one for the high-
est octane. Then the pump blends those two to pro-
duce everything in between.

RAY And it’s exactly linear, like our pal Andy says
0 if you mixed one part 89 and three parts 93,
you d end up with
Got a question about cars? Write to Click and Clack in care of
this newspaper, or e-mail them by visiting the Car Talk sec-
tion of cars.com on the World Wide Web. Distributed by King
Features Syndicate Inc.
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More than 10,000 students tried to register for 1,580 available
college entrance exam positions last week at China Academy of Art
in Hangzhou. China has many job seekers, but soon it will have fewer
workers supporting retirees than in the United States.

Retirement-protection
fears not limited to U.S.

The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON — If you think
our Social Security system is head-
ing for trouble, look abroad.

In much of the world, people are
having fewer children and living
longer. Japan is on a path where its
retirees will equal the number of
workers in 35 years.

In45 years, there will be 10 retir-
ees for every 7 workers in Italy.
The United States will still have 23
workers for every 10 retirees.

Even in China, where there
seems no end to the number of peo-
ple who want jobs, there will soon
be fewer workers supporting retir-
ees than in America, thanks to its
one-child policy.

All these countries are learning
that leaving it to the young to sup-
port the elderly — a pay-as-you-go
system like Social Security — is
not feasible.

“We're in much better shape to
confront the aging challenge than
the countries of continental Eu-
rope or Japan,” said Richard Jack-
son, director of the Global Aging
Initiative at the Center for Strate-
gic and International Studies in
Washington. “But good shape is a
relative statement.”

The puzzle each country faces is
how to increase retirement savings
before it’s too late. The alternative
is higher taxes and lower benefits.

In Japan, taxes have gone so
high — and young people have so
little faith in getting anything from
it when they retire — that large
numbers of people are refusing to
pay their retirement taxes.

More than 20 countries have cre-
ated personal retirement accounts
that let people save for their own
retirement, usually while still pay-
ing taxes to support those already
retired.

ants and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

MarketWatch

NEW YORK — If you got ex-
ceptional service at your favor-
ite restaurant and left money for
the waiter, that’s a tip. But if you
slip the maitre d’ a $20 bill to get
an excellent table, that kind of
advance tip is called greasing.

Greasing doesn’t have to be as
slimy as the name implies. Used
properly, it can help ensure you
get good service when it counts
— such as making sure that bot-
tle of champagne you bought for
your anniversary is iced and wait-
ing when you arrive at the hotel.

It also indicates to staff that
youre willing to tip, so they
may go above and beyond the
call of duty to make sure you're
treated well.

Slime enters into the equation
when the tip turns into a bribe,
such as if you tip a maitre d’
with the intent of getting
bumped ahead of a long line of
hungry restaurant patrons. An

Be a discreet tipper

advance tip is equally slimy
when you aren't discreet.

To discreetly tip:

mTalk to the person in
power. Figure out who has the
clout to assist you.

W Speak privately about what
you need. Exchanging money
openly in front of other patrons
puts the “grease” in greasing,
and may mean the person you
are tipping is less likely to offer
extra services.

W Privacy also comes in
handy if you aren’t skilled in
handing over the money incon-
spicuously.

W Fold the bill Don't just
hand the other person a wad of
cash. Fold the bill so that it fits
comfortably in your palm. Be
sure to fold it so that the denomi-
nation is still visible and the
other person can see what tip
you are offering. You might slip
in the bill while shaking hands,
or simply offer it.

M Be sincere. Thank the per-
son for his or her help.
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Benelux: Cloudy with rain and snow.
Highs in the 30s. Saturday lows in
the mid-20s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with rain and
snowshowers. Highs in the upper 30
to lower 40s. Saturday lows in the
mid-20s to lower 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy in

lows in the upper teens to lower 20s.

France: Cloudy with snowshowers in
the north and partly cloudy in the
south. Highs in the mid-30s in the
north and upper 40 in the south.

Saturday lows in the 20s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with morning snowshowers. Highs in
the 30s. Saturday lows in the mid-
teens to lower 20s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with morning snowshowers. Highs in
the mid-20s to lower 30s. Saturday
lows in the mid-teens.

Hungary: Cloudy with snowshowers.
Highs n the 30s. Saturday lows in

Northern Htaly: Partly to mostly cloudy
with isolated snowshowers. Highs in
the 30s. Saturday lows in the 20s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunder-
storms. Highs in the 50s. Saturday
lows in the lower 30 to lower 40s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with fog, rain and
snow. Highs in the 30s. Saturday
lows in the upper teens to mid-20s.

Norway: Cloudy with snowshowers.
Highs in the 30s. Saturday lows in
the mid-teens to mid-20s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers in the southeast
Highs in the 505, lower 40s inland
Saturday lows in the lower 30s to
lower 40s, upper teens inland.

Turkey: Partly to mostly cloudy. Highs
in the mid-60s in the south, 405 else-
where. Saturday lows in the mid-30s
to mid-40s, upper 20s inlan

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at

htips:/jows.sembach.af.mil
http:/lows.public.sembach.af.mil
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Horoscope

The moon enters Capricorn,
stimulating an afternoon business
rush. Many work late and take work
home to do over the week-
end. During the night, Mer-
cury enters Aries, giving a
fresh start to intellectual
pursuits, especially having
to do with communication.
Consider taking up a new
hobby that helps you ex-
press yourself.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 4). In this empow-
ering year, you take control
of your personal life and so
feel better about your role in
the outside world. Your
health and work situation get a
boost this month. April brings a cash
infusion. Tackle your environment in
the summer — improvement
projects change your life. New
romance is especially exciting with a
Libra or Capricorn.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You press the “reset” button on your
life. Review your past ists, diaries
and goals to see if they still apply.
Wealth key: You have access to
economic and market data — utiize
it more often.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Accept that you can't know every-
thing, and even an impressive
amount of experience can't insulate
you from feeling shaky in an unfamil-
iar territory. You're disarming when
you make a silly mistake. Use it to
your advantage.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You are exciting, unpredictable and
eccentric. Treat relationships like
gold. The temptation is to play
games — because you see how
gullible others are when it comes to
you — but be merciful with a tender
heart

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Look beyond the immediate. Greater
things await you if you keep your
eye on the goal. Someone who has
you on a pedestal may finally get a
dose of reality — ultimately better for
you both.

LEO (luly 23-Aug. 22). The
lite things are a thril, ike a special
phone call, a chance to win a con-

4

Holiday Mathis

test or a compliment heard through
the grapevine. Get together with
family, and there will be hours of
sitting around the table and sharing
stories.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You hate being forced to choose,
but you must make a
decision to be fair to all.
It's easy for you to see
clearly what others miss.
If you've gone back on a
promise, there’s a chance
to make amends tonight.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Let your-
self be inspired by some-
one —a Leo is a good
candidate! A creative
project taps your it-
tle-used talents. Applause
from a crowd makes a difference in
your confidence, so get in front of
the audience if you can.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Channel nervous energy into work.
New romance gets a test; if you
have anything in common, you'll still
be talking tomorrow. s in your best
interest to make a big deal over a
loved one’s accomplishments to-
night.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). In general, keeping everyone
informed is your success key. A
loved one doesn't really have your
taste but can be (gently!) educated.
A friend's ex should be out of
bounds to you. Forget it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Concentration is sharp early in
the day, so do reading or study then
You'e the center of the social swirl
later — it seems you're the one
everyone wants o know. If you are
hosting, there will be a guest you
didn't expect.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Come down to earth; pay attention
to details, especially legaliies. Look
at how much your plans are really
going to cost — slightly more than
you thought. A course correction will
be in order.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Slow, steady work keeps a project
moving forward. Avoid risky financial
speculations. Discover how you are
distinguishable from others who do
your job and find ways to capitalize
on that.

Creators Syndicate
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Husband’s odd remark angers wife

Dear Abby: 1 have been
married to “Herbert” for 27
years, and even though we have
had our ups and downs — mostly
due to his verbal abuse — I
thought we were relatively
happy.

T went to visit my
parents for a week. When
T returned, T was telling
Herb about a major and
exciting change in my
relationship with my
father, when out of the
blue he said, “You know,
aguy can't help but
wonder what it would
have been like to have
married someone
knock-down, drop-dead
gorgeous.”

I was dumbfounded.
‘When I got up and left
the room, Herb became angry
and said I must not be “mature’
enough to hear his innermost
thoughts. Abby, where does a
question like that come from?
How could T have handled what
he said without taking it personal-
Iy? Am I missing any hidden red

Fiance far too close with ex-wife

Dear Annie: For the
past year, I have been
dating “Patrick,” a won-
derful man who loves me
and my children. The
problem? He has an ongo-
ing friendship with his
ex-wife and the man she
left Patrick for.

“Della” and her new
husband call us at least
once a week to get togeth-
er, and then she reminisc-
es about their entire
32-year marriage — the
places they went, the people they
knew, the things they did.

hé first few times, I sat and
listened, but I've since let Patrick
know I feel uncomfortable during
their walks down memory lane.
He assures me they are just
friends and has promised to focus
less on the past.

Recently, Patrick announced to
Della that we are engaged. She
cried and privately told me she
felt jealous. Something seems not
quite right about this situation.
Though they both say they are
just friends, she still acts like a
possessive wife. She calls Patrick
and confides about her problems

Dear Abby

Annie’s Mailbox

flags here? What would you have
said? — Flabbergasted in Ohio
Dear Flabbergasted: You're
not missing any red flags with
your husband. In the first sen-
tence of your letter you labeled
him verbally abusive, and your
assessmem is on target. Consider-
g that you were suck-
er punchei I'd say you
handled the situation
with great restraint and
maturity. A lesser
woman would have
replied, “And what
makes you think you
have what it takes to
attract, or to keep, a
woman like that?”

Dear Abby: 1am 38
and have never mar-
ried. When I was in my
20s (and in much better shape) I
was looking to settle down and —
hopefully — marry someone. The
women at the time ignored me. I
was flat out told things like,
“You're nice, but boring.” And,
“P'll never date a poor guy
again.”

with her husband, and T
recently was upset to
learn that Patrick told
her about a little spat
we had.

Patrick says he wants
to stay on friendly
terms with Della be-
cause they have grown
children together. I do
not want to spend the
rest of my life feeling
like The Other Woman.
Any insight you can
offer would be greatly
appreciated.

— Please Help Me,
T've Fallen in South Dakota

Dear S.D.: It's nice for
ex-spouses to remain friendly,
but Patrick’s relationship with
Della is overly chummy. They
should not be sharing confidenc-
es about their respective signifi-
cant others. And since Della has
made it clear she still carries a
minor torch for her ex, this close-
ness is asking for trouble.

Patrick needs to create some
distance from Della so your
upcoming marriage will have a
chance to cement itself. Insist
that these get-togethers dwindle

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
Q @M by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrion
Unscrambie these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

HOPAC

T have often felt, and still do,
that women look for the “bad
boy” or the guy with deep pock-
ets. However, it seems that now
they’re past their prime and have
the two kids the bad boy left
them with, I am now good
enough — even though I haven’t
changed. I have had more female
“encounters” in my 30s than I
ever did in my

How do you determine the
legitimate ones from the ones
who just want you to help raise
their kids? If T wasn’t good

= i
= =
OONEN o
enough for them then, why

should they be good enough for TULJYS WHAT THE TRAINER
€ THE GREY

me now? 7 GAVS
— Not the C lation Prize,
o the Conolton Prie (T ] | Heoe edene

Dear Not: If you are still see- o i com WORKOULT,

ing women as shallow as the
ELLBOW
Now arrange the circled letters to

ones you tried to date in your
[ j l form the surprise answer, as

©2005 Trioune Media Servioos. inc.
All Rights Reserved

REFAT

20s, you should not involve your-
self with any of them. From the

J

tone of your letter, I suspect you by the above cartoon.
will be happier single. “ "
Letters for this column — with your Anawer here: A

name and phone number - should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
£o5 Angeles CA 50065. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

(Answers tomorrow)

p://www.uexpress.com/dearabby Yesterday's ‘ Jumbles: IDIOT FINIS QUAVER PUSHER
Universal press Syndicate Answer:  What the kids faced after dinner —
A“DISH-PUTE"

Family Circus

down to a few times a year, and
tell Patrick that there will be no
more conversations with his
ex-wife about your relationship
unless you initiate them.

Dear Annie: rdlike to ex-
press my opinion about brides who
have their shower guests pre-ad-
dress their own thank-you notes. T
am offended that I must help the
unfortunate bride and groom in a
task expressing their gratitude.
Perhaps smaller guest lists would
not overwhelm those couples.

Dear L.B.: Showers weren’t
originally intended to be such
enormous affairs, but that genie
is out of the bottle. Also, most
women now have full-time jobs
and less time. Buf we agree, you
shouldn’t invite more people
than you are willing to thank
properly.

nnie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dist by King Features Synd.
www familycircus.com

“It’'s almost time to go! Daddy’s
putting on his tie!”

&AF r

Dennis the Menace
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MARSARET, CANT You ‘Puw PUMB’

The Far Side
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AFN TV & Radio

Friday

9 am.—College basketball:
1004 Cu IEge S\am Dunk and 3-Point Con-
fests @)

Sports, 1
Chamotat touse

—College basketbal
A T —
s, 2 p.m.—College basketball:
purde A s (I, -

AFN-Sports, & p.m.
Miami at Duke (dId).
ports, xrrd). Auto racing: Speed-

ollege basketball:

Sports, 9 pam.--Golt: Ford Champion-
iy BoralZneTound,

Saturday

AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.—NBA: Cleveland at
Philadelphia

\AR-Sport s, 2 a.m.—NBA: Sacramento at

o

Pacific, 3 aum..-Boxing: Friday Night

Fights, Ricardo “Rocky” Juarez (22-0-0, 15

s} ¥s. uan Carlos *E| Ranchero” Ram

4 KOs), super featherwelghts,
—NBA: Dallas at LA.

irez

'AFN-Radio, 4:30 a.m.—NBA: Detroit at Seat:

AFN Sports, 9

am.—Tennis: Davis Cup,
allaatiiaA i

Ter
Tound singles (010,
1 p.m.—Baseball: Spring train-
mg osAngeles A Auama( id).

ports, 6 College basketball:
lows\m at Bepab (did).
College basketball:
Big South Conferdnce championship game,
teams TBD.
AFN-Atlantic, 6 p.m.—Motorcycle racing:

FIM Spe Eedway Grand Prix (Britian) (did).

AFII -Atlantic, 8 p.m.—College basketbal
Teams TED,

AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.—College basketball:
George Washington at Rhode Island.
APN-atianiic, 10 pam.—Colege basketball:

ea

ms T
AFN- snnns. 10 p.m.—College basketball
Cincinn: mphis.

Al imes are Central European Time: did in-
{licates delayed Alllistings are sub-

ing. A
ject to_change. Visit www.myafn.net for
Tnore information.

aseball

Spring training glance
AMERICAN LEAGUE W

Pet.
Baltimore 000
Boston 000
Cleveland 000
roit 000
Kansas City 000
Los Angeles 000
M 000
e Yok 000
Oakland 000
Seattle 000
Tampa Bay 000
Texas 000
Toronto 000
Chicago 000
NATIONAL LEAGUE W
olorado
Los Angeles.
ashington
Arizona
Atlanta
hicag
Gincinnati
Houston
Milwauke
Philadelphia
Pittsbure
San Dieg
San Francisco
. Louis
F\orida

Moter smusquaa games_count
st Gt nonmaso oague

Toams db not.

Inesday’s games

pitisburgh 17, Vanatee CC0
on’s
Lns S Aesion 4 Mo
a5 Nawy 2.7 Inings

Aflahta 12, Georgia Tech 0
Florida Solthern 2, petroit2 e, 10innings
St. Louis 8, Florida Atlant
Colorado 8, Chicago Whl(e Socs

Baltimore vs Forida at Jupte
Rantave. Lot Ancies atverd Besch, Fla
pou o Ve Cleveiand ot Winter Hiven
2.
Detroit vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater, Fla.
pCincinnati vs. Tampa Bay at St. Pefers-
ur

g Fla.
Bethune-Cookman vs. Washington at

x;
san Francisco vs. LA. Angels at Tempe,
Cmcago White Sox vs. Arizona at Tucson,

anesma vs: Boston at Fort Myers, la,
st.Louis vs. Fla.

o Mets vs, St I.oms atlupiter. Fla,
Lo a at Kissimmee, Fla.

s
orida vs. Baltimore at Fort Laudetdale,
a.

Philadelphia vs, Detroit at Lakeland, Fla.
Tamea gy vs, Cincinnati at Sarasofa, Fia.

VY- Vankees Us.Pitisburgh at Braderton,
.

wortheaster vs. Boston (ss) at Fort
ity vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz.
Angels vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz.
eattle vs. Milwaukee (ss) at Phoenix
Milwaukee (ss) vs. Oakland at Phoenix

San Francisco vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa,
"Chicago white Sox (ss) vs. Colorado at
‘Afizona vs Chicago White Sox (55) at Tuc-
;ggrssz?aafonege vs. Boston (ss) at Fort

Busch Series standings

L Kevin Hary 2 Sorenson,
208 8GR B 350 £ Cint Bowyer
287; 5. Tony Stewart, 271; 6. Ashton Lewis,
254; 7. Joe Nemech Wartin Truex
Jr., 233; 9. Paul Menard, 220; 10. David A.
Green, 218,

Craftsman Truck standings
. Ricky Craven,

7 oy Ben
5. Benmis Setser, 54

College basketba
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

inesday
1. linois 280) 58 RoC i Next: v, Pur-
lue, Thursday.
- North Carolina (24-3) id not play. Next:
v, ﬂonaa State, Thursday,
3 Kentuy G33) Beat Tennessee 73-61.
Nextar F\und unday.
ik Fojest (354 beat Georgia Tech
98-91. Next: at North Carolina State, Sunday.
oston College (23.3) dld not play. Next:
at} nm 13, satu

rday.

@ (1)1 ot play. Next: vs. Miar,
.

7. Kansas (22-4) beat Kansas State 72-65.

Next; at Missouri, Sunc
8. Oklahoma State (21-5) beat Texas A&M

10. Casey Atwood,

-63. Next: vs. Texas, Satu
o. Louisville (24-4) a-a ot play. Next: vs.
.18 Charlotte, Thursg

Washington (23- "/did not play. Next:

at Gl ifornia, s day.

1. Hes 5)m not play. Next: at Ari-
2075 State, Sat

T Comsiga 3549 did ot play. Next: Wee
semifinals, Sunday.

13, Syracuse (24:5) did not play. Next: at
No. i Conr\ecncul Sa

Saturday.
& (232 Al not play. Next: at Cal
Sta(eF llerton, Thursday.
8. Charlotte (21-4) did not play. Next: at
No.8 Loulsvile, thursay.
15, Vilanova (20-5) beat Seton Hall 7958
Next: at St. John's,
20, Okiahoma (zz 6) dianot play. Next: at
Texas Tech, satu
%) beat Auburn 9453
Next: at Mlss\ss\p{)\ State, Saturday.
22 Cincinnati (23-6) beat Tulane 77-56.
Next: at Memphis,
23, Wiscansin (m 7) did not play. Next: vs.
Purdue, Satur
5. Pittsburgh (19-7) did not play. Next: at
Notre Dame, Saturday.
25 Novadi (2 55 not play. Next: at Ha-
wail, Thur

Wednesday’s men’s scores

Gamegle-Mellon 66 Gc“ysburg 60
athol

olby- Keene3t. 61
onnccﬂcu( e eeorgcmwn 64

Jabama 94 Auburn 53
lorida 50, deargia
y 73, Tennessee 61

5t 5. Viroin
Northwestern St-g2. samIHousmn st.63
ars H

B 81, DePaul 80, OT
jtah Valley St. 54, Longwood 50
anderbit 75, Sotth Carolina 69
Wake For $8,Georgia Tech 91
Xavier 75, Richmond €4

s

Akron 71 Marshal 64
t. 71 & Michigan 56

lowa St. 67, Missouri 49
Kansas 72, Kansas St
ansas Newman 0, ark 69
Marquette 76, Ho
Mesa, Colo. 1, Fort Hasyssl 7
Miami (Ohio), 70, Kent St. 45
St.69, Nunhwesstem 58

W. Michigan 77, aowhngcreensz
OKlahoma St. 6, Texas AGM 63
TCU 70, South Florida 53

Texas St 66 Texas-Ariington 62
Texas Tech 72, Baylor

VAR west
Fort Lewis 75, Colorado Mines 42
TOURNAMENTS
CIAA Tournament
First Round
Fayettevile st 72 Elz aheth City st. 54
ral 72, Virginia St. 5

ent
Satgustnes 36, 8 Pauis 50
ournament

n

Limestone & Queens, NC. 79
(€ Metro Tournament
Richard Stockton 15, Manhattanvile 78
Rutgers-Newark 76, Staten Island 6
ECAC New En jand tounmmem

W. New England 7u. Blymouth st. 68
rn Tournament

“First Round
Erankiin & Marshall 116, "Lincoin, Pa. 100
Scranton 6;

'EGAC Upstat Tournament

rst
Brocknort o Rochester Tech 92
jobart 88, Plattsburgh 7

Carroll, Mont. 69; Montana Tech
Westminster, Utah 65 Great e 44

Mobile 72, Spri
Hearlland Conference Tournament

St. Mary's, Texas 69, vannanme st.61
NSic T

Bemidjist. 81 an,-cmaksmn 68
Concordia, StP. 93, W

P A
Winona st. 98, Minn.-Moorhead 86, 20T

und
CW. Post 69, snageport 61
New Haven 56, Adelphi 41
Philadelpnta 71 . Thomas Aquinas 61
N.Y. Tech 86

ns,

Peach Belt
st Round

Armstrang Atan c66, Francis Marion 39
ista St. 75, Georgia Colleg

Riken 80, North Florda 73
First Roun
Nebraska-Keagney 83, NA. Highiands 89
SIAC tournament
irst Round_
Fort Valey st. 2 Tuskegee
Kentucky St. 82 LeMoyne- Saens?
Lane 59, Clark Atlanta
‘South Atlantic Conf ler!n:e Tournament
irst
Tusculum 53, Carson Rouaan 76
Southern Conference

Appalachian st m e enadel 59
ETSU8T.
&4, Woffort

Go0r5ia Soutnert 65, W. Carolina 57

AP Women’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday
1.LSU (27-1) did not play. NeFKI us: Florida

or Alzbarma, SEC tou
2. Stanford

ot
califormiaor Wasmngton Vale Fac 1o tour: NCAA Div. Iif

"% Ghio State (37-3) did not play. Next: vs
Wisconsin o Indiana, 8ig Ten tournament,

Fri
Nyorth  Carolina (24:3) did not play. Next:
“Tech or Miami, ACC tournament,  Emmanuel 4

e e
s:

5. Tennessee (23-4) did not play. Next: s

Adburn o Kentlicky, SEC tournament,
5 Duke (26-3) did not play. Next: vs. Virgin-

ia Tech of

atur

13 Texas Tech, T

Thursday.
Vichigan State (25-9 did not play. Next:

8.
us linois or Northwestern, Big fen tourn

/ayne, Neb.
, Southwest St., Minn. 83

Wake Forest, ACC tournament,
T Bayior (233 did not play. Next: vs.No.

.
ers (23-5) did not play. Next: vs. St.
;Seton Hall winner, Big East tourma

s, West Virginia-pitisburgh winner, 8ig

East tournament, Sunday.

-7) beat Texas A&GM 69-57.
urnament, Wednes-

day
5 MBS 20-3) did not play. Next: vs.
or

East Carolina or Memphis, CUSA"tourna-
ment, Fri

13 Texas Tech (21:5) did not play. Next: at
No. 7 Baylor, Thursday

ursday.
14. Connecticut (20-7) did not play. Next:
5, Seorgetounyracuse winner, Big East
{oirnament, Sun
15 Minnesota (22°6)did not play. Next: vs
ournament,

Next: . To, Big
Wednesda%

RGRrDIE 21-6)did not play. Next: vs.
UG i State or Aransas, SEC tourna-
ment, Fri

19, Korth Carolina State (216 did ot
play. Next vs. o 2 Viaryland or Clemson,
ACC tournament,

30.lowa State (22:9) did ot
TN B0 17 tournament. Wearesday. Werch

12 tournament,

21. Georgia (21-8) did not play. Next: vs.
Mississippi or South Carolina, SEC tourna-
ment, Friday.

22,"Boston College (19:8) did not play.

Vilanova-providence winner, 8ig

East tournament, Sunday.

73, bonn State (18.9) i not play. Next:vs.
Iewa or Michigan, B Ten tourament, ri

%%, Gonzaga (25-2) did not play. Nexts vs.
Portiand, WCC tournament, Thursday.

5. Maryland (19.9) dd (D\a
Clemson, ACC tournament, Friday.

Wednesday’s women’s scores

EAST
N.Y, 70, Boston U.

Albany,

Bridgeport 81, Southampton 69

Hartford 63, Vermoni

Holy Family 84, Teikyo-Post 52
aine 76, ston

N.Y. Tech 53, Philadelphia 50
lew Haven 71, Adelphi 69, OT

Northeastern 60, Binghamiton 56
Pitt-Greensburg 82, Widener 76

Belmont 63, UCF 49

outior 6 Coastal Cayolina 53

oriia Atlantc Lipsc

High Point 84 Rado
Louisiana-Mon

WMcNeese St.

Northwestern St.

4
5¢
77 sam Houston .53

Orury 8, Lincaln Mo
Kansas St. 80, M\ssoun 53

Incarnate Word 35, Panandle st. 58
xas 69, Texas
Texas-Arlington 65, Texas st 51
ES

Colorado 78, Nebraska 76
TOURNAI

15
ECAC Division Ill Metro
Quarterfinals
ruch 57, Rutgers-Newark 56

Ba
FDU-Florham 62, Montelalr st 53

ngland

nals
Brandeis 64, W. %ew Eng\ar\d 0
Norwich 64, Worcester
C Upstate Tournament

Guarterfinals

Oneonta 72, RPI 64

65
i
Tastern colle e, Amleﬂc Conference
Lebanon Valley 7 71 Medmue 64

Minn.-Moorhead

Northern St, S.D. ss innresonkston 76
Wayne. outhwest St. Minn. 58
NVEAS Tourmament

First Rou
St. Thomas Aguinas 70, Dowling 45
'SIAC Tournament

Albany, Ga. 84, Kentucky St. 54
Bene (¢t 58, Miles 4
LeNioyne-owen &, Lane 61

Paine 13, Cark Wianea 56
uth Atantic Cont Conference
Newberry 73 Catawba [
ern Conference
Coll of Charlest

E1S0 14, Ao
Caroling 79
We:

e, Eon 39
lachian St. 64, 0T

5 Virgia Conference

iarterfinals
80, W Virginia st. 70
hepherd 6
vty 8, Famont &t

Wheelng Josu 65, W, Va. Wesleyan 46

Tennis

Charleston, W.Va.

Dubai Duty Free
Women’s Open

gles
Quarterfinals
Patty Schnyder (&), Switzerland, def. Anas-
tasia Myskina (3 2,670 76,62
indsay Davensort tates, def.
Conchita Martinez, Sgam i

e Ies

Anastasia My S ). Roesi, df. Marion
Bartoll, France, & refred.
ysm7n ﬂer(s), Switzerland, def. Li Na,

Sieia Hantuthova Slovakia, def. Elena
Likhovtseva, Russia, 7-5,

Conchita_Martinez, spam def. Nathalie
Dechy (1), France, &

erel iam United States, def.

Elona Bovina, Russia. 156,

Lindsay abenport (1) United States, def.
Zheng Jie, China, 6-2, 7

College baseball

Wednesday’s scores

souTH
jard 9, Limestone 7
oo Spshonss, Furman 7
Chowan 16, Guilford 2
Delta S8 Belhaver\
9, Ga. Southwestern 6

-7
dle Tennessee 11, Bel
Mitans 11 tacean ge?,]l mnmgs
Montey ;ailo'10, Columbus

wherry
Wilmington vs. McNeese St., ppd.
4.1, Lenon-Rhyne 32

South Carolina 13, Wofford 1
§G-Aiken 1o, Cla
SC-pstate &,
Unfon, Tenn. o-1 Willlam Carey &

Weol Alsbama 7. Adbur Montgomeryz
Winthrop 8, Collége of Charleston 6

BYUS, Oidahoma st 8

EST
Conference Washington 10, St. Martin's 1
‘TOURNAMENT
Carroll, Mont. 83, Westminster, Utah 72 i Rainbow Baseball Toumament
Montana-Western 71, Montana Tech 59 siang-Lafayette 4 South Florida 1
Gulf Coast Ath e

First Rou
Loyola, NO 57, Spring Hill 56, 0T
Mobile 73, LSU-Shreveport 62

First Round
Alvernia 60, Brockport 38
Calvin 74, Franklin 60

Mary Was ‘;‘
NeDania T Tosthu
Ripon 62, Rot
SR RRing &8RS Viitimg
Soringtelc oh. Hthord Stockton 60
enedict 80, Simpson, lowa 63

Trinity, Texas 57, Howard Payne 55

ashington, Mo! 62, Webster 35

Wesleyan. Conn. 6 Chestnut Hil 46
o Mestminster P 4, Dickins

Washington & Jefferson 54

ss. Maryv\l\a Tenn. 66

First Rou
Concordia, St.P. 102, Bemidji St. 80

| WELL, LET'S SEE. IN THE FIRST FOUR
GAMES, YoU CARRIED THE BALL

| 17124 TIMES AN YOU FUMBLED 32 TIMES.

H L | Bl

E|

il |

I =k < THEN THEY BENCHED

b =, ME. HOW COULD | 66T

3 N MY RAYTHM ON

3 THE BENCH?

H

E Mg /s

St.
CBais' Siawan 3

Dubai Deserl Classic

Atemirates ol Gutry Ml Course
i,

United Arab Emirates
urse: $2.2 milli
Yarda ;
irst Rous
Ernie Els, South Africa 2-34—
Miguel Angel Jimenez, Spain 4-33—
David Howell, England 4-33—
Jarrod Lyle, Australia 3-35—
am Osborne, England 4-30—
Robert Kar\ssom Sweden 534~
Thomas Bjorn, Denmark 2-35—
James Kingston, south Affica  33-36—
drew Marshall, Englant 5-34—
RarT Schartsel Soth Africa  35-
Henrik Stenson, Sweder 2
Nick Daugherty, England 5-
peter Hedblom, swed 2-
eter Fowler, Australia 5-
pierre Fulke, 5 3-
Soren Kjeldsen, Denmark 5-
Kenneth Ferrie: England %
stephen Scahill, New Zealand
Peter Hanson, Sweden
Gregory Havret, France
Ben Cuttis, United States
Joakim Haegmann,
Colin Montgomerié, Scotland
Anders Hansen, De

oarten Leer Netherands 33—
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Strong, silent type

Unsung Biffle might be man to beat in Nextel Cup

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

FONTANA, Calif.
eople tend to overlook Greg Biffle.
At 35, he certainly isn’t one of
NASCAR’s so-called Young Guns,
nor is he a big talker who elicits
much attenllun But Biffle definitely has cre-
dentials.

A newspaper recently did an anonymous
survey of 15 Nextel Cup drivers, asking their
opinion on the best in the series. Biffle was on
a very short list led by four-time champion
Jeff Gordon.

Biffle is the only driver to have won champi-
onships in the Busch and Craftsman Truck se-
ries. Now, he’s giving every indication of
being a serious contender for another title in
his third full season on NASCAR'’s top circuit.

“Biffle is no surprise to anybody in the
NASCAR garage,” said teammate
and series champion Kurt Busch.
“Everybody knows what a good driv-
er he is and how tough he and that
No. 16 team can be if they put it all
together.”

Although his first two years in
the Cup series produced finishes of
20th and 17th in the standings, the
driver from Vancouver, Wash.,
has four victories. But two of those

leader Busch by 67 points.

Biffle gave car owner Jack Roush his first
NASCAR title when he won the truck champi-
onship in 2000, and added the Busch champi-
onship two years later. Now, Biffle would like
nothing better than to present his boss a third
straight Cup title.

Matt Kenseth gave Roush his first in 2003.

“P've learned a lot about myself and the way
you have to race to win in Nextel Cup,” said
Biffle, who has been in some trouble on the
track by being overly aggressive. “I really
ink we've got every-
thing we need to be
contenders.

“I think Jack gives
us everything we
need. Now we just
have to put it togeth-
er and make it hap-

&k Biffle is no surprise to
anybody in the NASCAR
garage. Everybody
knows what a good
driver he is and how
tough he and that No. 16
team can be if they put
it all together.9

Kurt Busch
Biffle’s teammate,
2004 Nextel Cup champion

It wouldn’t sur-
prise crew  chief
Doug Richert if Biffle
becomes the first driv-
er to win titles in all
three of NASCAR'’s top
touring circuits.
“Ireally feel this team is
ready,” Richert said. “The
team has matured, and we've
figured out what we need to

wins have come in his last three
races — the season-finale last year
at Homestead-Miami Speedway
and last Sunday at California
Speedway.

The victory at California
was particularly impres-
sive, with Biffle twice com-
ing from far back in the
field and leading the last
23 laps.

It was apparently

after testing at the
track in January.
“After that test, I
had a pretty strong
feeling that we

thi razy
didn’t  happen,”
he explained.

But that doesn’t
mean it was easy.
He muscled his
ill-handling Ford to
the end, beating
hard-charging Jim-
mie Johnson by six
car-lengths.

“This was the tough-
est of my life to earn,”
Biffle said. “We over-
came more in that race
than I ever have in a race
car. The car was so loose at
times I could hardly keep it
going in the right direction, and
I didn’t know why.”

Now, thanks to that masterful
driving job — and despite a
25th-place finish in the sea-
Son- opemng Daytona 500 — Biffle
is fifth in the standings, trailing

give Greg for him to win.”
Richert knows a bit about
calling the shots for champion-
ship teams. He was the crew
chief in 1980, when the late Dale
Earnhardt won the first of his
record-tying seven titles.
Roush, who also fields Cup
cars for Busch, Kenseth, long-
time star Mark Martin and
promising newcomer Carl Ed-
wards, has stood behind Biffle
even when the driver made
disparaging remarks about
the team last year.

“There has never been
any doubt about his talent,”
said Roush, who signed Bif-

fle sight unseen after a rec-

ommendation from former
NASCAR champion Benny
Parsons. “He has the ability
to do just about anything he
wants in this sport, and I ex-
pect him to do it for our
team.”
But, after just two of 36
races, Biffle doesn’t want any-
body to get too excited.

He shrugged when asked if
his victory here is a sign of
things to come.

“I don’t know,” Biffle said. “T'll
let everyone else figure that one
out.”

Greg Biffle's victory in the Auto
Club 500 on Sunday was only hi
fourth in Nextel Cup, but it was his
second in the past three races.
Biffle also is the only driver to win
championships in the Busch and
Craftsman Truck series.

>
%

NEXTEL CUuP

Next race:
UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400
March 13, Las Vegas
Motor Speedway

Last race: Greg Biffle took the
lead on lap 228 and held off a
hard-charging Jimmie Johnson to
win the Auto Club 500 at Fontana,
Calif. Biffle twice came back from as
far back as 30th position.

DRIVER STANDINGS

After 2 of 36 races

BUSCH SERIES

This week: Telcel Motorola 200 at Mexico
cm . Jape-delayed. "L pm. ‘CET Sunday.

Martin_extended_his
B Sore: retand for wing to 47 with his
victory at the Stater na,
O oS M Frstwin in the Senes

vaural race
S

< first race out:
hree of the 13
road-cour: i

a jsch
becn won by th polesitier. . Ten of the driv:
ers entered in this race ard from Mexico. .
NASCAR suspended Todd Lohse, Shane
Hmiel's crew chief, for four races and fined
him 16,00 for unapproved hinged air deflec:
luring inspec-

ext race: Sam's Town 300, March 12, Las

FORMULA ONE

week: Season-opening Australian
G et Welbourne,
Michael Schumacher

utes and 15757 seconds — 136 seconds
0.

Next race: Malaysian Grand Prix, March 20,
Kuala Lumpus

This week: Season-opening Toyota Indy
300 at Homestead, Fla. (8 p.m. CET Sunday,
Rel pacic, AFN-Kores)

nish passed teammate
Helto casnaneves on e thst lap with & Sur

prising inside to win the Toyota Indy
506 107 the third time in the race's Tour-year
istory. Hornish took the lead on lap 173 from

nish moved to Penske to replace the retired
il de F

Fast facts: The on\y other drverto i tis
race was Scott Dixon

Tebilit prior o st year's event,c
ing ) three lanes for racing. The banking was
X degrees in previous seasons.
race: X Satelite Radio Indy 200,
March 19, Avondale, Ariz.

CRAFTSMAN TRUCKS

Lastrace:Steve Perccarmed s firs rack

World_Financial Group 200,
March 18, Hampton, Ga.

CHAMP CARS

Next race: Season-opening Toyota GP of
Long Beach (Calif.), April 10.

Standings for other series on Page 24.
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In his first game since breaking his thumb
on Jan. 15, Washington Wizards guard
Larry Hughes scored 31 points in a
101-98 win over the Houston Rockets on
Wednesday night in Washington. The Wi
ards had lost two straight and five of six.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Larry Hughes made
an emphatic and timely return to the Wiz
ards on Wednesday, scoring 31 points in
his first game since breaking his thumb to
help lead Washington to a 101-98 victory
over the Houston Rockets.

Hughes made 11 of 20 shots and had six
rebounds and four assists, and backcourt
partner Gilbert Arenas had 33 points, eight
rebounds and five assists for the Wizards,
who had lost two straight and five of six.
‘The Wizards have won eight straight when
Hughes is in the lineup, but the previous
seven came before he was sidelined after a
victory over Phoenix on Jan. 15.

The Wizards blew a 17-point third-quar-
ter lead but rallied from an eight-point
fourth quarter deficit. Hughes’ three-point-
er gave Washington the lead for good with

remaining, part of a 13-2 run in which
Hughes and Arenas combined for 11.

Brendan Haywood scored six of his 12
points in the final two minutes, including a
short turnaround fadeaway jumper over
Yao Ming to put the Wizards ahead 99-95
with 50 seconds left. Tracy McGrady made
a three-pointer for his last of his 26 points
with seven seconds remaining, but Arenas
made two free throws with six seconds to
play to put the Wizards up by three.
McGrady, guarded by Hughes, missed a
three-pointer that could have tied the
game at the buzzer.

Hughes was injured when hit by Quentin
Richardson in a drive to the paint during
the win over the Suns. The Wizards went
9-11 during his absence and found them-
selves relying too heavily on Arenas, who
averaged 29.4 points over the 20 games.
Hughes entered the game leadmg the

eague in steals per game (2.82), and he re-
mamed the only yer averaging
more than 20 points (21.2), five rebounds
(6.1), five assists (5.3) and 2.5 steals.

Celtics 104, Lakers 101: At Boston,
Kobe Bryant scored 17 first-quarter points

Friday, March 4, 2005

Jjust 30 minutes after set-
tling a lawsuit filed by
the woman who accused
him of rape, but he was
wrele« in the fourth
er missing a
three-pointer just bemre the buzzer — as
the Celtics sent the Lakers to their fourth
consecutive loss.

Paul Pierce had 29 points and nine re-
bounds, Ricky Davis scored 29 points and
Antoine Walker had 16 with 13 rebounds in
his first game in Boston since being reac-
quired at the trading deadline. The rejuve-
nated Celtics have won three straight since
then and six straight at home overall.

Bryant finished with 26 points, and
Chucky Atkins had 29, scoring 14 in the
final 5:26 to keep the Lakers in the game.

Nets 99, 76ers 93: Vince Carter scored
26 of his 32 points in the second half, and
Clifford Robinson added 18 points for visit-
ing New Jersey.

‘Allen Iverson scored 37 points for Phila-
delphia, and Chris Webber had only 10 in
his worst performance in three games for
the 76ers. Philadelphia has lost three of
four since acquiring Webber from Sacra-
mento last week.

The Nets have won three straight to
close within 1/> games of second-place
Philadelphia in the Atlantic Division.

SuperSonics 103, Cavaliers 86: Ray
A]len scored 31 points, Vladlmlr Rad-
manovic hit five three-pointers and visit-
ing Seattle spoiled Dan Gilbert’s first game
as the Cavaliers’ owner.

Rashard Lewis added 20 points for the
Sonics. LeBron James scored 32 points,
matching a career high with five
lhreerpomters for Cleveland.

Magic 114, Kings 111: At Orlando,
Fla., Sleve Francis had 29 points and 10 as-
sists to help Orlando snap a three-game los-
ing streak.

Dwight Howard added 20 points and 16
rebounds for the Magic, Grant Hill had 20

NBA
roundup

oW Hughes lifts Wizards with 31 in return

points, and rookie Jameer Nelson had 19
points and six assists.

Peja Stojakovic led Sacramento with 28
points in his first game after missing seven
games because of a hamstring injury. Mike
Bibby added 26 points and 10 assists.

Warriors 99, Timberwolves 93: Derek
Fisher had 23 points and nine assists to
lead Golden State to its sixth road victory
of the season.

After trailing by 11 points in the third
quarter, the Warriors opened the fourth
with a 16-2 run.

Kevin Garnett had 28 points and 13 re-
bounds for the Timberwolves.

Spurs 92, Raptors 86: At San Antonio,
Manu Ginobili scored 17 points, and Tony
Parker added 15 to help the NBA-leading
Spurs improve to 44-13 overall and 25-2 at
the SBC Center.

Chris Bosh led Toronto with 16 points.

Jazz 96, Hawks 74: At Salt Lake City,
Mehmet Okur scored 19 points to help
Utah beat Atlanta for its first three-game
winning streak since the opening week of
the season.

Josh Childress led Atlanta with 21
points. The Hawks, playing the final game
of a seven-game road trip, have lost 10 in a
row overall and 21 straight on the road.

Homets 94, Bobcats 85: Dan Dickau
scored 18 points, Lee Nailon added 14 and
P.J. Brown had 12 points and 15 rebounds
for host New Orleans.

rown and Nailon were the only players
on the floor who played for the Hornets
during their last season in Charlotte.
Emeka Okafor led the Bobcats with 18
points.

Clippers 101, Mavericks 92: At Los An-
geles, Corey Maggette scored 34 points to
help Los Angeles win its seventh straight
home game and end as’ road winning
streak at six gam

Dirk Nowitzki :cored 25 points for the
Mavericks.
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NHL hears hid for buyout

The Associated Press

TORONTO — An investment
firm and a sports advisory compa-
ny reportedly made a joint propos-
al to buy all 30 NHL teams for as
much as $3.5 billion.

The two Boston companies
were invited by NHL commission-
er Gary Bettman to present the
highly unusual offer, the Toronto
Star reported Thursday. Bain
Capital Partners LLC and Game
Plan LLC made their pitch Tues-
day in New York to NHL owners,
whose season has been shut down
by a lockout.

Bain Capital spokesman Sam
Hollander and Collin Vataha of
Game Plan declined to immedi-
ately comment Thursday to The
Associated Press.

The NHL, which because of its
ongoing player lockout recently
became the first major North
American pro sports league to
cancel an entire season, has said
its teams have lost a collective
$500 million over the past two sea-
sons.

Before the work stoppage, the
total value of the 30 NHL franchis-
es was an estimated $4.9 billion,
according to Forbes Magazine.
The Detroit Red Wings topped
the list at $266 million, with the
Edmonton Oilers last at $86 mil-
lion. The value of the arenas are
part of the assessment.

“The substance of the presenta-

Sports briefs

tion and the reaction of the
board” are “internal league mat-
ters, and ones on which we are
not prepared to comment fur-
ther,” Bill Daly, the NHL’s chief
legal officer, said in a statement
Thursda;

Bain managing partner Steven
Pagliuca, co-owner of the NBA’s
Boston Celtics, and Game Plan,
which recently acted as an advis-
er on the sale of the Ottawa Sena-
tors, are betting that many NHL
owners would welcome the
chance to get out of the hockey
business.

But it’s unclear how team own-
ers, especially those in large mar-
kets such as Toronto, Boston and
New York, would react to the pro-
posal. Maple Leafs officials de-
clined comment, the newspaper
said, as did a Game Plan spokes-
man.

“I would imagine different
clubs had different feelings,”
Daly told the Globe and Mail.

He said the league was com-
pelled to listen based on the signif-
icance of the offer.

“When someone’s offering over
$3 billion, we felt we had an obli-
gation to the board to have them,
at least, hear it from the proposed
purchaser,” Daly added.

The purchase would not de-

pend on the NHL reaching agree-
‘ment with the players on a collec-
tive bargaining deal, the newspa-
per said, and a sale would not af-
fect the status of the NHL Play-
ers’ Association as the bargaining
agent for players under U.S. and
Canadian labor laws.

S. Carolina players suspended
COLUMBIA, S.C. — Two South
Carolina football players have
been suspended indefinitely from
the team after police said two tele-
visions were stolen from universi-
ty dorm rooms, the latest in a
string of disciplinary problems in-
volving the Gamecocks since late
last season.
Defensive end Moe Thompson,
a junior, and tackle Kevin Main-
ord, a redshirt freshman, were
suspended, athletics spokesman
Kerry Tharp said Wednesday.
Mainord was arrested and
charged with two counts of
first-degree burglary and two
counts of simple larceny. Thomp-
son has not been arrested or
charged in the incident, university
spokesman Russ McKinney said.
‘Thompson is one of six players
suspended for the Gamecocks sea-
son-opener against Central Flori-
da on Sept. 3 for his part in an
on-field brawl against Clemson
last season. He also was one of
several players not allowed to
work out with the team last sum-
mer because of poor classroom at-
tendance.

Settle: Case could bolster ‘shield’ law

SETTLE, FROM BACK PAGE

Like the criminal case, the civil case ultimately
would have rested on the testimony of a woman Bry-
ant’s attorneys accused of being a promiscuous, at-
tention-seeking liar. Among other things, the de-
fense suggested she had sex with someone after leav-
ing Bryant and before she contacted authorities — a
claim her attorneys hotly contested.

Speculation that a settlement was close increased
Monday after L. Lin Wood, one of the woman’s attor-
neys, said Bryant’s long-awaited deposition three
days earlier had been called off.

Colorado law makes it difficult for plaintiffs in
civil cases to win more than about $733,000. Wood
has said that amount was too low to falrly compen-
sate the woman for the harm she claimed to have suf-
fered. Sports marketers have estimated Bryant lost
$4 million to $6 million in endorsement contracts
after his arrest. He has not appeared in Nike com-
mercials since the allegations surfaced, and Mc-
Donald’s and Nutella did not renew their deals with
him after his arrest.

Cynthia Stone, spokeswoman for the Colorado Co-
alition Against Sexual Assault, said she hopes the set-
tlement brings some sense of justice and closure for
the accuser, who moved from state to state to avoid
media scrutiny last year.

“The defense team in the criminal case managed
to get reams of paper filled with rumor and innuen-
do about this young woman’s prior sexual history
out into the public,” Stone said.

As a result, victims’ advocates are lobbying for a
bill intended to tighten Colorado’s “rape shield” law.
The bill, which has passed the state Senate, would
prohibit discussion of an alleged victim’s sexual his-
tory during a preliminary hearing unless a judge
rules otherwise.

In Eagle, the woman’s hometown, former Mayor
Roxie Deane was cheered by news of the settle-
ment. She said the case put the town on the map,
which wasn’t necessarily positive.

“Eagle is a great place. It needs to be known for
other things,” she said.

Associated Press Writers P. Solomon Banda, Judith Kohler,
Catherine Tsai and Erin Gartner contributed to this report.
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Ernie Els watches his shot on the 3rd hole during the first day of the
Dubai Desert Classic at the Emirates Golf Club in Dubai, UAE, Thursday.

Els in front at Dubai
after first-round 66

The Associated Press

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates
— Ernie Els shot a 6-under 66
Thursday for a one-shot lead
after the first round of the Dubai
Desert Classic.

Miguel Angel Jimenez of Spain
and David Howell of England
each had a 67, with Jarrod Lyle of
Australia and Sam Osborne of En-
gland at 68.

“A 66 at the end of the day was
agood day’s work,” Els said.

“I was happy with the way I
played the par-Ss because if you
don’t make fours there, you are
losing ground against the field.”

Els, seeking his first victory of
the season, birdied three of the
four par-Ss.

Nine players, including former
champion Thomas Bjorn, were
three strokes behind. Colin Mont-
gomerie and Ben Curtis, the 2003
British Open champion, shot 70s
and defending champion Mark
O'Meara a 73.

Els said he spoke with his
sports psychologist during his
three-week golf break.

“We get bogged down trying to
play the perfect game,” the South
African said. “But I got back to ba-
sics.”

Els, with just one finish outside
the top 10 in his last 17 starts, is
relaxed and ready to attack the
course.

“If I see a shot, I am going to hit
it,” he said. “I saw a lot of drivers
today and I stuck to my game
plan and went for it.”

The 41-year-old Jimenez won
five times on the European tour
last year.

“I am like a good wine, you
know, getting better with age,” he
said.

The tournament featured two
holes-in-one in the morning —
Kenyan-born Englishman Yasin
Ali on the 186-yard seventh and
Japan’s Nobuhito Sato on the
180-yard 15th.

Trail Blazers fire Cheeks

The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — For all his
popularity among the players and

the fans, Portland Trail Blazers
coach Maurice Cheeks ultimately
didn’t have the wins.
Cheeks was fired Wednesday
morning, after the Blazers had
lost seven of their last nine and
tumbled to 22-33.

day for me be-

NBA cause I've got
: s on m
briefs  LeAwEn4
)7 said
his
voice trailing off in dleappmntr
ment during an emotional news
conference a few hours after he
was let go.

“I didn’t do as well a job as I
could have, as I did in previous
years,” he concluded.

With Portland’s chances of
making the playoffs dwindling,
the Blazers appointed Kevin Prif
chard, the team’s director of play-
er personnel, as interim coach.

“Our players liked Mo a great
deal, but a fresh voice

“Its a sad

might ignite them to go in a differ-
ent direction,” Blazers general
manager John Nash said.

The Blazers are in 12th place in
the Western Conference, six
games behind the Los Angeles
Lakers for the eighth and final
playoff spot. Portland went 41-41
last season and missed the play-
offs for the first time in 22 years.

Cheeks was in the final year of
afour-year contract worth an esti-
mated $12 million.

The Blazers didn't make
Cheeks’ tenure easy — on or off
the court. Several players were
cited for marijuana possession,
and Qyntel Woods was investigat-
ed in a dog fighting scandal.

Chandler fined for gesture

NEW YORK — Chicago for-
ward Tyson Chandler was fined
$10,000 by the NBA on Wednes-
day, one day after making an ob-
scene gesture toward an official
during the Bulls’ loss to the Hous-
ton Rockets.

With 3:24 left in the third quar-
ter Tuesday night, Chandler lost
his cool and drew a technical. He
made an obscene gesture in the
direction of referee Sean Corbin.
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Connecticut coach joins Krzyzewski and Boeheim
with 700th victory as Huskies batter Georgetown

BY DONNA TOMMELLEO

The Associated Press

STORRS, Conn. — For the
third time this season, and second
time in less than a week, another
name was added to the list of
coaches with 700 victories.

Jim Calhoun became the 18th
Division I coach — and seventh
active — to reach the mark when
No. 15 Connecticut beat George-
town 83-64 on Wednesday night.
Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski reached
the milestone in December and
Syracuse’s Jim Boeheim got
there last Saturday.

“This is a very special night for
Connecticut. It’s a special night
for me and it's a very special
night for our players,” Calhoun
said. “A coach is only a reflection
of so many assistants and great
players.”

Calhoun, 62, is in his 33rd year
as a coach, won 248 games in 14
seasons at Northeastern and has
452 in 19 seasons at Connecticut,
which he transformed from a de-
cent regional program into a na-
tional power.

He has led the Huskies to two
national championships (1999
and 2004), 14 Big East titles and
an NIT championship.

Some of his former players who
are now NBA stars — Ray Allen,
Richard Hamilton, Emeka Okaf-
or — congratulated Calhoun in a
video tribute shown after the
game.

His current players did their

Charlie Villanueva scored 24
points and freshman Rudy Gay
added a season-high 20 in a game
that turned into a celebration in
the late going. The sellout crowd

&k It means we’re
either getting
older or getting
better. Let’s just
hope we’re
getting better. ¥y

Jim Boeheim

Syracuse coach and
700-game winner

0f 10,167 stood for the closing sec-
onds, chanting “700” and wildly
waving placards printed with the
number.

“We were definitely focused
and pumped up for this game,”
Villanueva said. “We wanted to
do this for Coach and we did.”

The Huskies (20-6, 12-3) made
sure they put this one away early,
well ahead of the celebration. The
Huskies have been one of the hot-
test teams in the conference
down the stretch, winning their
last eight Big East games, to tie
Boston College for first place.

The streak is due in large part
to the emergence of point guard
Marcus Williams, who leads the
league in assists. He finished with
11 points and eight assists
Wednesday.

“He makes us go,” Calhoun
said of Williams. “He throws pass-
es that most kids can’t see. He
makes everybody 's jobs so much
easier.”

The Hoyas (16-10, 8-7) contin-
ued to slide, losing their fourth
straight. Freshman Jeff Green
led Georgetown with 17 points
and helped get the Hoyas out to a
quick start.

Green opened the game with a
three-pointer as the Hoyas hit
their first three shots from be-
yond the arc and played the Hus-
kies close for several minutes.
The Hoyas' biggest lead was
19-15 with 12:10 left, but it didn’t
last long.

The Huskles blew open the
game with a stifling press and
20-3 run that started with a driv-
ing layup by Williams.

He also assisted on spectacular
dunks by Villanueva and Gay.
But what brought the fans to their
feet was Williams’ steal and
over-the head half-court pass to
Gay who was fouled as he went in
for the dunk. Gay hit both shots to
cap the run and give Connecticut
239-24 lead. Gay’s fallaway at the
buzzer put Connecticut up 41-26
at halftime.

Georgetown would get no clos-
er than 14 points thereafter and
the Huskies’ ever-intense coach
made sure his team played hard
until the end. He angrily flung his
sport coat in the middle of an 11-2
Georgetown run early in the sec-
ond half and called a timeout. The
Huskies quickly regrouped and
the rout was on.

“Everything he does, he wants
you to be as successful as you can
be,” Williams said. “His expecta-
tions are high because he knows
you can achieve. It's an honor to
be here with Coach.”

Boeheim, whose Orange (24-5)
close the regular season Saturday
at Storrs, also was part of the
video tribute and welcomed Cal-
houn into the 700 club.

“It means we're either getting
older or getting better,” Boeheim
said. “Let’s just hope we're get-
ting better. We'll see you Satur-
day.”

AP

Connecticut coach Jim Calhoun blows a kiss to the crowd following the
Huskies’ 83-64 defeat of Georgetown, Calhoun’s 700th career victory.

Seniors have their day in Kentucky home finale

The Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — If it
weren’t true, it would be an unbe-
lievably sappy story line: Two se-
niors — one of whom had limited
playing time during his career —
starred in their final home game.

Chuck Hayes and Josh Carrier
went out in style Wednesday
night, leading No. 3 Kentucky to a
7361 victory over Tennessee.

Hayes scored nine of his 13
points in the final 5%> minutes for
the Wildcats (23-3, 14-1), who al-
ready had clinched the Southeast-
ern Conference title. Kentucky
has one regular-season game re-
‘maining, on Sunday at Florida.

‘That Hayes starred against Ten-
nessee wasn't too surprising since
the forward has started 102 con-
secutive games. Carrier’s perfor-
mance was unexpected.

The guard made his first career
start and set career highs for min-
utes (19) and points (nine) while
shooting 3-for-5 from three-point
range. And his three-pointers
came at opportune moments for
Kentucky.

“It was a well-played-out script

"\ Men’s Top 25

Roundup

for two young men who are finish-
ing their careers in front of their
fans,” Kentucky coach Tubby
Smith said. “If you were writing a
script about how you want the
game to play out, it unfolded the
right wi

S Chuek made the plays down
the stretch when we needed
clutch scoring. We kept going to
him and he kept delivering. Josh
made his threes in the first half
and really did a good job defen-
sively against Chris Lofton.”

The Volunteers (12-16, 5-10)
hung with the Wildcats for most
of the game, tying it 55-55 with
8:25 leﬂ on the fifth three-pointer
of the game by Lofton, a fresh-
man guard who was Kentucky’s
Mr. Basketball in 2004.

Tennessee didn’t score again
until 1:53 remained, and Ken-
tucky scored 16 of the next 18
points to extend its winning
streak over the Volunteers to
seven games.

After Lofton’s basket, Tennes-
see missed three chances to take
the lead before Hayes gave the
Wildcats the lead for good with a
three-point play with 5:18 left.
That was Kentucky’s first basket
in more than 9%> minutes.

Hayes — who missed all but 6
minutes of the first half after pick-
ing up two early fouls — seemed
determined to make sure the
Wildcats won his last home game.

With Kentucky up 59-55,
Hayes came up with a breakaway
dunk after making a steal. On
Kentucky’s next possession, he
worked underneath for a basket,
making it 63-55 with 3:15 left.

Hayes capped his burst with a
dunk with 1:23 left, and the fan fa-
vorite left to a standing ovation
with 54 seconds left. He finished
5-for-6 from the field.

Hayes and Carrier teared up
after the game, when they joined
their teammates and a crowd of
24,205 in singing “My Old Ken-
tucky Home.”

“I didn’t think it would get to
me and I didn’t think I'd cry,”
Hayes said. “I tried to look at the

ground when they played ‘My Old
Kentucky Home,” but I looked up
and saw all the signs. It just came
over me at once and hit me.”

No. 4 Wake Forest 98, Geor-
gia Tech 91: Vytas Danelius had
17 points and 11 rebounds and
the Demon Deacons (25-4, 12-3
Atlantic Coast Conference) ral-
lied from 11 points down in the
second half to finish 16-0 at home.

Jarrett Jack had 23 points for
the Yellow Jackets (16-10, 7-8).

No. 7 Kansas 72, Kansas St.
65: Senior Wayne Simien had 25
points and a career-high 20 re-
bounds as Kansas (22-4, 12-3 Big
12) celebrated the S0th anniversa-
ry of the first game played at
Allen Fieldhouse. The Jayhawks
clinched at least a tie for the Big
12 championship with their 30th
straight victory over the Wildcats
(15-11, 5-10).

No. 8 Oklahoma St. 69, Texas
A&M 63: John Lucas III scored
27 points for the Cowboys (21-5,
11-4 Big 12), who snapped a
two-game losing streak by hitting
15 straight free throws down the

stretch. Oklahoma State extended
the nation’s longest current home
winning streak to 29 games.

No. 14 Michigan St. 69, North-
western 58: Maurice Ager
scored 20 points, including a
clutch three-pointer with 3:30 left
that curtailed Northwestern’s
comeback from an 18-point defi-
cit, as the visiting Spartans (21-5,
12-3 Big Ten) won for the seventh
time in eight games.

No. 19 Villanova 79, Seton
Hall 58: Randy Foye scored 27
points as the Wildcats (20-6, 10-5
Big East) reached 20 victories for
the first time since 2000.

No. 21 Alabama 94, Auburn
53: Earnest Shelton and
Kennedy Winston each scored 24
points for the Crimson Tide (22-6,
11-4 Southeastern Conference),
while Auburn (12-16, 3-12), lost
its fifth straight.

No. 22 Cincinnati 77, Tulane
56: Jihad Muhammad made six
three-pointers and scored a ca-
reer-high 24 points as the Bear-
cats (23-6, 11-4 Conference USA)
handed Tulane (9-17, 3-12) its
fifth straight loss.
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With much fanfare, Nats spring into action

Washington debuts
with 5-3 win over Mets

BY HOWARD FENDRICH
The Associated Press

VIERA, Fla. — It had been 12,207 days
since a team represented Washington on a
major league diamond.

For the fans and the players, it seemed to be
worth the wait, even if this was only spring
training.

With “Nationals” stitched on home white
jerseys for the first time, and with a vocal
near-sellout crowd in the stands, the team for-
merly known as the Montreal Expos beat the
New York Mets and new manager Willie Ran-
dolph 5-3 Wednesday in the spring training
opener for both teams.

“We're the Washington Nationals now,
we're not the Montreal Expos anymore. It's
nice to be in one place, and not traveling like
those guys were traveling last year,” said out-
fielder Jose Guillen, who hit a two-run homer
in his first game since being acquired from
the Angels.

“That’s one of the reasons [general manag-
er Jim Bowden] brought me here. I said, If
you're in the same situation, don’t even ask
me here.” He promised me we were going to
have a home.”

It's about time, after the Expos weathered
the threat of contraction, “home” games in Pu-
erto Rico, and a drawn-out agreement to
move to Washington. The nation’s capital
hasn’t had a baseball team since the Senators
left for Texas after the 1971 season.

“It was special because of the situation.
We're all aware of it. You always try to keep

JONATHAN NEWTON, The Washington Post

The Washington Nationals take the field Wednesday for their spring training opener. The atten-
dance of 7,558 was larger than the crowd for half of the team’s final 14 games in Montreal.

hoping for a photo, autograph — or just a
glimpse of a player. The line at the stadium
gates was several dozen deep when they
opened 1% hours before the first pitch.

The attendance was bigger than it was for
half of the team’s final 14 games in Montreal.
Even the Mets were impressed by the turn-
out.

“It was pretty cool. It's not often that the
first game of spring training is nationally tele-
vised. I'm happy for those guys,” said New
York starter Tom Glavine, who allowed two
hits in two scoreless innings.

our that it’s an game,

Nationals manager Frank Robinson said. “It's
the next step, getting a little closer to the real
thing, and you do get excited about that. You
can’t get t0o up, though.”

Tell that to the fans.

An announced sellout of 7,558 began arriv-
ing more than five hours before game time,

’s starters sprinted onto the
field at 1:02 p.m. EST, and a minute later
came another first in Nationals history, albeit
a tad more dubious: the debut of the team
theme song, “We Are the Washington Nation-
als,” which sounded like AC/DC. Blessid
Union of Souls recorded the song and offered
it to Bowden.

“I was wondering, ‘What’s going on?’ It was
like head-banging, then it said ‘Nationals’ and
it was pretty cool,” outfielder Brad Wilkerson
said. “It's pretty cool to have your own song. It
was pretty upbeat. We didn’t have a song in
Montreal.”

There were a lot of positive signs for the Na-
tionals on Wednesday.

Starter Tony Armas Jr., who missed most of
the past two seasons after major shoulder sur-
gery, worked two hitless innings with two
strikeouts. He threw 28 pitches and said he
didn’t feel any pain.

The three key new position players —
Guillen, Cristian Guzman and Vinny Castilla
— each had a hit. Jose Vidro, who missed the
final six weeks last season to have right knee
surgery, singled and scored a run.

Chad Cordero struck out the side in the
ninth, putting the Nationals’ first victory in
the books.

“We're undefeated. We've never lost a
game, so that’s exciting,” Bowden said.

Veterans
shut out
for Hall

induction

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Gil Hodges,
Ron Santo and everyone else
on the ballot fell short Wednes-
day as the baseball Veterans
Committee again failed to elect
anyone to the Hall of Fame.

Hodges and Santo came the
closest with 65 percent — 75
percent was needed for induc-
tion — each falling eight votes
shy. Tony Oliva and Jim Kaat
‘were the only other players to
be picked on more than half of
the 80 ballots.

1In 2003, the redesigned com-
mittee also pitched a shutout.
There will not be another elec-
tion until 2007, when manag-
ers, umpires and executives
are due to be considered.

“We feel the current process
works by upholding the Hall of
Fame’s very high standards
for election,” Hall chairman
Jane Forbes Clark said.

e current 83-member
committee includes the 60 liv-
ing Hall of Famers plus elght
‘members of the writers’ wing,
14 members of the broadcast-
ers’ wing and one member of
the old Veterans Committee.

All but three turned in their
paper ballots this year.

Thus far, the revised com-
‘mittee has not developed a con-
sensus around any candidate,
leaving it unclear whether any-
one will be elected.

New York Yankees manager
Joe Torre, a former NL MVP,
was fifth with 36 votes.

World Series champs have fun at the White House

BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — It was a
clear day, with the wind blowing
out. A perfect day for Boston Red
Sox baseball.

President Bush  welcomed
members of the 2004 World Se-
ries champions to the White
House on Wednesday in front of a
few hundred members of Red
Sox Nation.

The fans started chants of
“Here we go, Red Sox, here we
go!” punctuated by the obligatory
“Yankees suck!” as they waited
for the President and Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney to appear.

“The last time this team won a
championship, Woodrow Wilson
lived here,” the president said.

Bush worked the crowd with a
number of jibes directed toward
the team, singling out center field-
er Johnny Damon.

ots,”

referring to the team’s
self-assigned moniker. “But those

JOE GROMELSKIStars and Strpes
Boston Red Sox players, from left to right, Kevin Millar, Jason Varitek,
David Ortiz and Johnny Damon talk to reporters outside the West Wing
of the White House on Wednesday afternoon.

The ceremony got a late start;
schedules got bunched up because

The team was joined by former
Red Sox Dom DiMaggio, Jimmy
Piersall and Johnny Pesky, who
played on the 1946 team that lost
the World Series to the St. Louis
Cardinals in seven games. The
Sox swept the Cards in 2004.

Damon, Varitek, David Ortiz
and Kevin Millar met with report-
ers afterward.

Asked what they thought of the
visit, they didn’t miss a beat.

“We don’t think, remember?”
Damon said with a grin.

“No, that's last year’s thing,”
Millar said. “We need a new sh-

They laughed when asked a
question about Yankee third base-
man Alex Rodriguez, who has
had a war of words with some Bos-
ton players since the Red Sox
beat the Yankees in last year’s
playoffs.

“All right, the first A-Rod ques-
tion!”

“I appreciate the way this team
played baseball,” he said. “It took
a lot of guts, and it took a lot of
hair.”

Damon whipped his trademark
locks around.

But, Bush said, “No one expect-
ed the answer to the curse of the
Bambino would be a bunch of idi-

idiots don’t know baseball.”

Curt Schilling, who pitched in
the postseason despite a sutured
ankle, and catcher Jason Varitek,
the team’s new captain, present-
ed President Bush a home jersey
with No. 43, and Cheney with an
away jersey with his name and
No. 2.

the president had earlier posthu-
mously awarded Jackie Robinson
a Congressional gold medal.

Most of the squad flew in from
spring training in Ft. Myers, Fla.
Notably absent was World Series
MVP Manny Rami who team
officials said was visiting his sick
grandmother.

Millar laughed, then won-
dered aloud when the first steroid
question would be.

Soon it was asked, and Millar
responded with a dead-on imper-
sonation of basketball announcer

Albert — “Yes!”
Varitek answered.
I will not get any smaller this

year, OK?”

Following the ceremony, the
players went up 16th Street to visit
some of the wounded at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center.

The Sox seemed moved as they
shook hands and spoke with re-
covering servicemembers in the
Physical Therapy Clinic, accord-
ing to a Walter Reed press re-
lease. Media were not allowed to
accompany the team on the visit.

Many servicemembers shared
their stories about how they were
injured fighting in the war on ter-
rorism, and the players listened
intently as they signed auto-
graphs on caps, baseballs and
T-shirts they brought to give out
to the patients.

As for the White House visit,
the four agreed it was “truly an
honor,” as Millar noted.

“I'm a huge Bush fan,” Damon
said. “He’d fit right in with this
team.”

Does that mean he’s an idiot? a
reporter asked.

“You said that,” Damon said.

And the captain jumped in.

“Let’s clear this up. No. He is
NOT an idiot.”
E-mail Pat Dickson at:
dicksonp@stripes.osd.mil
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Receivers are first day s big catch

Moss traded;
free agent

Mason signs
with Ravens

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

Receivers grabbed the head-
lines on the first day of NFL free
agency.

Derrick Mason, who led all
wideouts with 96 catches last sea-
son, joined Baltimore on Wednes-
day. T.J. Houshmandzadeh, com-
ing off a career year, stayed with
Cincinnati. Randy Moss’ trade
from Minnesota to Oakland be-
came official, and tight end Mar-
cus Pollard was released by India-
napolis.

Mason, 31, should give a boost
to one of the most feeble passing
offenses around. The Ravens
ranked 31st in passing last season
and their leading receiver, Kevin
Johnson, had 35 receptions.
Mason had nearly as many as Bal-
timore’s top three pass catchers.

“We were high on his list, and
he was high on our list,” Ravens
general manager Ozzie Newsome
said. “He was really the only re-
ceiver we have had any active dis-
cussions with thus far. What this
does is we bring in a veteran re-
ceiver who has the type of atti-

New Oakland wide receiver Randy Moss smiles during a news conference on Wednesday, at the Raiders’
headquarters in Alameda, Calif., after the team completed a trade with the Vikings for the star receiver.

I want to be a part of it.”

Moss didn’t want to be a part of
the Vikings any longer and the
deal with Oakland was struck last
week. The Raiders traded a No. 1
pick, seventh overall, linebacker
Napoleon Harris and a later draft
choice for Moss.

“Who wouldn’t want to be in the
Silver and Black?” Moss asked.

working on signing a running
back,” coach Norv Turner said. “T
don’t know where we're at. He’s
certainly a guy we're familiar
with. We know a lot about him.”
“We have a deal in principle
that he should sign tomorrow
morning — 99.9 percent sure he
will be a Raider,” Jordan’s agent,
Alvin Keels, said in an e-mail

tude and type of that
we look for in a

o an
1 just want to win,

football player.” &k Who wouldn’t  baby.
Mason’s 96 ) Moss, 28, will
catches  trailed a0t {0 be in the provideahuge up-

just Kansas City
tight end Tony
Gonzalez last year
and accounted for
1,168 yards and
seven touch-
downs.

“The signing of
Derrick Mason is
the most substan-
tial move we've
made, particular-
ly in free agency,
particularly at the
wide receiver posi-
tion,” Ravens coach Brian Billick
said. “When you take someone of
Derrick Mason’s caliber, you ex-
pect it to have an impact.”

Pollard played a big role in the
development of the potent India-
napolis offense led by Peyton
Manning. But the Colts saved
$2.65 million in salary cap space
by releasing the 10-year veteran.

Houshmandzadeh made a
strong impact for the Bengals in
his breakthrough 2004 season. He
caught 73 passes for 978 yards
and four and was par-

Silver and
Black? I'm
committed to
excellence, and
1 just want
to win, baby.y?

Randy Moss
New Raiders receiver

grade to an of-
fense determined
to return to the
high-powered ver-
tical  passing
game of years
past. It was their
proficient passing
attack that led the
Raiders to the
Super Bowl after

e 2002 season
won 48-21 by
Tampa Bay.

“I don’t see this.
team slipping with the addition of
me. I just see them adding more
firepower,” Moss said.

Moss was bothered by a ham-
string injury for much of last sea-
and didn’t reach 1,000 yards
receiving for the first time in his
seven-year career. He finished
with 49 catches for 767 yards and
13 touchdowns.

‘When healthy, though, he is a
fearsome downfield threat.

“If he’s not the best, he s cer-
tainly one of the best,” Raiders
Kerry Collins said.

ticularly effective when Peter
Warrick was injured.

“It was tempting to get out and
really test the water as a free
agent, but in my heart, what I
wanted was to be in Cincinnati,”
Houshmandzadeh said. “I told
my agents that, and we were able
to get a good deal done.

“I'm glad to have it all off my
mind so I can start getting fo-
cused. I think the Bengals are
going to have a great season, and

“You can make a strong argu-
ment. Everybody has their own
opinions. But ask any quarter-
back around the league which re-
ceiver they'd want, and I think
most would say Randy Moss.”

M In addition to Moss, Oakland
was closing in on signing Jets
backup runner LaMont Jordan,
who spent four years behind Cur-
tis Martin in New York, but aver-
aged 4.9 yards per carry.

“There’s no question we're

ght.

Oakland released veteran run-
ning back Tyrone Wheatley on
‘Wednesday, along with defensive
tackle John Parrella.

W The Vikings added more de-
fensive help by agreeing to terms
with tackle Pat Williams, late of
Buffalo, on a three-year deal
worth $13 million, with a $6 mil-
lion signing bonus. The
eight-year veteran should bolster
a line that has Pro Bowl tackle
Kevin Williams but ranked 28th
on defense last season.

The Bills’ other coveted free
agent, left tackle Jonas Jennings,
was close to signing with the San
Francisco 49ers.

Jennings, a four-year vet, gen-
erally is considered the top free
agent available at his position.
Jennings’ agent, Todd France,
met with 49ers officials all day at

Derrick Mason led all wideouts
with 96 catches last season. He
should boost the Ravens’ passing
game ranked 31st last year.

club headquarters, and
ESPN.com reported a deal had
been reached.

M Cleveland traded defensive
tackle Gerard Warren, the third
overall pick in the 2001 draft, to
Denver for a fourth-round draft
choice. The Broncos need help up
front after deciding not to re-sign
free agent Reggie Hayward, who
led the club with 10%: sacks last
season.

On Thursday, Hayward signed
with the Jacksonville Jaguars.

The contract pays the defen-
sive end $25 million with $10 mil-
lion guaranteed.

Then the Browns signed guard
Joe Andruzzi, a starter on all
three of New England’s Super
Bowl winners, to a four-year, $9
million deal that reunites him
with new Browns coach Romeo
Crennel, the former Patriots de-
fensive coordinator.

“Joe is a tough, hard-nosed,
blue-collar football player,” Cren-
nel said. “He gives us flexibility
by being able to play both left and
right guard and he will add stabili-
1y to our offensive line.”

W St. Louis signed 32-year-old
linebacker Dexter Coakley, one
day after he was released by Dal-
las. Coakley is fourth on the Cow-
boys' career tackles list with
1,046, but Dallas cut him rather
than pay a $500,000 roster bonus.

B Dallas bolstered its defense
by filling one of its pressing needs
when the Cowboys signed corner-
back Anthony Henry to a
five-year contract. Henry had
four interceptions last season,
starting 14 games with Cleveland.

The Cowboys scheduled a news
conference for Thursday morn-
ing to introduce Henry. The cor-
nerback might not be the only
new player involved, but team of-
ficials said they would have no
more  announcements before
then.

Defensive tackle Jason Fergu-
son, one of the team’s top offsea-
son targets, and Pro Bowl offen-
sive guard Marco Rivera, were
both in Dallas talking to team offi-
cials Wednesday.

Culpepper
denies he
instigated
big trade

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS

ikings ~ quarterback

Daunte Culpepper is

bewildered and hurt

by suggestions he

‘was responsible for the depar-

ture of wide receiver Randy
Moss.

In an interview with the Star
Tribune for Thursday’s edi-
tions, Culpepper insisted he
did nothmg to force the trade
the Vikings finalized with the
Oakland ~ Raiders earlier
‘Wednesday.

Culpepper acknowledged he
did not always approve of
Moss’ conduct, but said over-
coming the loss of his top re-
ceiver will be as difficult as
dealing with his flaws.

“This trade, I hated to see
it,” Culpepper told the Star Tri-
bune. “I guess it’s a business,
and as a team we have to move
on. One thing we know, by look-
ing at New England, is that
teams win championships, not
individuals. ... But there’s no
way we can replace Randy.
There’s no way to find a guy
that does what he does.

As a team, we're going to
have to find a way to pick up
the slack.

“I can’t speak for every-
body,” Culpepper continued.
“Moss rubbed everybody in
different ways, but he wasn’t
that bad of a guy. He has a cer-
tain way of going about things,
and there were things that T
definitely disagreed with him
on. But he’s still my friend and
I never had any real beef with
him.”

Culpepper said comments
he made at the Pro Bowl that
some interpreted as approving
a trade were misunderstood.

“I never wanted to see
Randy leave. And I never said
that. I don’t know how it got
out that I did. I want to make
that clear.

Maybe the Vikings organiza-
tion was ready to move on, but
that was never what I was say-
ing. He's a once-in-a-lifetime
player,” he said.

Last month, at the Pro Bowl,
Culpepper said of Moss: “He’s
my good friend, but you almost
get to thinking that maybe
enough is enough. And maybe
the Vikings organization has
had enough.”

The Vikings have said little
about their reasons for making
the trade. In a statement
Wednesday, owner Red Mec-
Combs said only, “We have de-
cided to go in a different direc-
tion at this point.”

Other team officials de-
ferred comment ahead of Mc-
Combs’ teleconference with re-
porters Thursday.
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Kent rips MLB drug policy
for not being hard enough

BY JOHN SHEA
San Francisco Chronicle

VERO BEACH, Fla. — Some
baseball people say they’re taking
a wait-and-see approach to the
new drug-testing policy. Not Jeff

ent.

“I still dont think it's good
enough,” the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers second baseman said. “I men-
tioned to [union chief] Don Fehr a
long time ago, if we're going to
give up the privilege of privacy,
we've got to do it right. If we're
not going to do it right, then don’t
do it at all.

“I'm disappointed with Major
League Baseball and the [play-
ers] association for not imple-

menting a plan that is completely
solid. We need to prove to the
fans that there’s no question base-
ball should be clean and is clean,
and we're not sending the right
message with this policy.”

Random testing began Thurs-
day at spring training camps in
Arizona and Florida. Players will
be subjected to one unannounced
test and could be called for fur-
ther testing (including in the off-
season) through a computerized
process of random selection.
First-time offenders would be sus-
pended 10 days without pay. Only
urine is tested, not blood.

Steroid experts have taken
shots at the new policy for several
reasons, and Kent focused on two

— the lack of an independent firm
overseeing the testing and penal-
izing, making it possible for MLB
to cover up players’ steroid use,
and the lack of amphetamines on
the list of banned substances.

Also, players still can take per-
formance-enhancing drugs with-
out consequences. For example,
human growth hormone is on the
banned list, but it’s irrelevant be-
cause HGH can’t be detected in
urine, only in blood.

“We still need a third party to
oversee the issue because some
information could be suppressed,
who knows,” Kent said. “You
need an independent party judg-
ing results. Without it, it’s not a
valid enough policy.”

Jeff Kent, the 2000 NL MVP when he played with the San Francisco
Giants, says baseball’s drug policy is not strong enough.

Regarding  amphetamines,
Kent said, “Its a daily
pick-me-up. Without a prescrip-
tion, it's illegal, like steroids.
Guys get addicted and can't stop,
and that's what Major League
Baseball needs to fix, too.”

Kent, the National League’s

IRAQ - Balad/ Camp An;
Taji/ Camp Cooke, Al Asad,
KUWAIT - Camp Doha, Ar

Phone: 97t

AT EXCHANGE NEW CAR SALES...

We follow orders. YOUR orders.

The special orders
you place for a new,
custom-huilt car, truck,
SUV or minivan.

And, your vehicle will he
delivered exactly as you

entitled to a full refund.

Offices now open at the following locations:

AFGHANISTI

amp Raider/T
jan- Zone 1
N - Bagra
BAHRAIN - ASU Base/Manama 0|
DUBAI- Al D:

conda, Camp Victory North/Baghdad,
, Camp Renegade/Kirkuk
nd Zone 6, and Ali Al Salim

and Kandahar
AR - Al Udeid, Al Saliyah
ira

Ifyou are not allle to visit these locations,

you can receive sales as:

ance by contacting our Dubai office
-2994470 E-mail: ENCSME@militarycars.com Fax: 971-

;Elghgngg

crmgzien m <

— —— —"
-A_

i Auhorzed indopendent Disbutor To The U'S. Armad Forces For Ford,
g newcarsales ‘General Motors, DaimlerChrysler Corporation and Harley-Davidson
st 1 o gson o E oy
e e o rogoms
e ol Dl b S DO ot e ot 1851 oo 3 o Ot v 5
Dot eis. s SheSen ok vt s Iy eirsent Y AFE NEO i 5 Comprets o e Fedeo e o § ot s e 100

Most Valuable Player in 2000
who's training for his first season
with the Dodgers, said MLB and
the union fell short in January
when announcing the policy,
which has been criticized as too
Soft by other people in uniform, in-
cluding Texas Rangers pitcher
Kenny Rogers and_ Washington
Nallonals manager Frank Robin-

so

It pales in comparison to the
Olympics’ two-year ban for a first
positive test and extensive list of
banned substances (10 pages in
all), but Commissioner Bud Selig
said the policy will be a deterrent
largely because players won't
want their names forever linked
to steroids by getting caught
once.

While the Olympics have an in-
dependent body overseeing and
administering the entire policy,
including the punitive phase,
baseball’s procedure is fuzzies
An Olympic-accredited drug-test-
ing lab in Montreal will send the
test results to MLB, and it’ll be up
to baseball officials to take the
next step.

“We're continuing to beat
around the bush,” Kent said.
“Major League Baseball should
set a higher standard, like the
Olympic athletes. We are the best
of the best. Why shouldn’t we be
accountable for things? I think we
should.

“The fact we’re made so public
in the role-model arena, and then
if secrets get out, like in steroid is-
sues, it paints a bad picture for

player, I think Major League
Baseball has tried. They need to
try a little harder.

“Do I feel cheated?” Kent said.
“All the non-users feel cheated. I
think in a silent way, a lot of peo-
ple who hadn’t cheated over the
years are happy with the way the
media exposed the problem, and
they're happy we're making
progress toward evening the play-
ing field.”

For six seasons, Kent and
Barry Bonds were a potent 1-2
punch for the San Francisco Gi-
ants. Bonds’ grand jury testimony
in the BALCO case, along with
the testimonies of Jason Giambi,
Gary Sheffield and others, helped
pressure baseball to establish the
stiffer policy.

Without mentioning Bonds’
name, Kent said, “Hank Aaron
has made a lot of comments about
steroid use. I don’t know if any-
body ever asked him how he feels
about the possibility of somebody
breaking his records because of is-
sues being presented in the last
couple of years. I'm a part of it,
too, and it's just embarrassing. I
Jjust hope we fix it and fix it
Tight”
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Bryant, accuser settle civil suit

NBA star reaches deal to end sexual assault case; terms undisclosed

BY JON SARCHE
The Associated Press

DENVER — With a terse news release
and an even terser court filing, the sordid
sexual assault case against Kobe Bryant
that gripped the nation abruptly ended
with an agreement that ensures the NBA
star never goes to trial for what happened
in a hotel room two years ago.

Few experts believed the civil lawsuit
would ever be heard by a jury, saying it
was unlikely that Bryant and the
20-year-old woman who accused him of
raping her relished the prospect of having
to divulge potentially embarrassing, inti-
mate details in a courtroom.

The case tarnished both Bryant, 27, argu-
ably the NBA’s best player, and the
woman, a former high school cheerleader
who once tried out for “American Idol”
and found herself the subject of Internet
speculation.

‘erms of the settlement were not re-

Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant shoots
during warmups prior to a game against the
Boston Celtics in Boston on Wednesday.

leased. Law experts said the
probably spelled out financial penalties for
revealing any details.

faxed to The
Associated Press by Bryant’s attorneys
said only that the matter had been resolved

“to the satisfaction of both parties.”

“The parties and their attorneys have
agreed that no further comments about the
matter can or will be made,” the statement
said. A one-sentence motion for dismissal
stipulating that the case can never be re-
filed was filed simultaneously in Denver
federal court.

After a few more days of intense specula-
tion about Wednesday’s settlement — how
much money, whether any details can ever
be released — the case will quickly fade
from view, said Denver attorney Scoft Rob-
inson.

“Ultimately a new scandal, a new public
shame will come along and both the plain-
tiff and the defendant can pretty much go
about their lives,” he said.

A Los Angeles Lakers spokesman said
Bryant had declined comment on the settle-
ment. Bryant scored 26 points Wednesday
night in Boston, but the Celtics still beat
the Lakers 104-101.

“It’s in both parties’ interests to have this
remain confidential,” said Los Angeles at-

torney Steve Cron, who is familiar with ce-
lebrity cases. “That’s one of the incentives
for them to settle: He didn’t have to do a
deposition, the lurid details wouldn’t be
posted on some Web site, she didn’t have to
face the rigors of having a deposition by his
lawyers and she’ll gain some privacy as
well.”

The lawsuit, filed three weeks before the
criminal case against Bryant collapsed last
summer, sought unspecified damages for
mental injuries, public scorn and humilia-
tion the woman said she has suffered since
their June 2003 encounter at the Vail-area
hotel where she worked. The woman
hasn’t commented publicly on the case.

Bryant, a married father of one, apolo-
gized for his “behavior that night and for
the consequences she has suffered,” but in-
sisted the sex was consensual.

Shortly after jury selection began in the
criminal case, prosecutors in Eagle County
dropped the single felony sexual assauit
count after the woman told them she
couldn’t take part in a trial.

SEE SETTLE ON PAGE 27

Off to a good start

Washington Nationals’ Jose Guillen, right, is congratulated by teammate Brad Wilkerson after hitting a two-run home run against the New York

Mets in the fourth inning of their spring tra

g coverage, see story on Page 29.

ing opener, Wednesday in Viera, Fla. The Nationals won their first game after moving from Montre-
al, beating the Mets 5-3. For complete spring trai
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